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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
Verse 15 from Acts chapter 5, our first reading for today.

· “So that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least HIS SHADOW might fall on some of them.”

Shadows.
· Shadows can be a funny thing, can’t they?
There can be the unknown.

· They can be scary.

· They are many times associated with darkness.

· What lurks in the shadows?

But shadows can also be a good thing.

· We associate a shadow with the dark but if there is a shadow, that means there also must be light. Otherwise it would be so dark you wouldn’t see the shadow!
· Or, who has not seen from the shadows of someone’s hands projected playful images and figures on the wall.

· Or, go to a Cardinal’s game in the middle of the hot summer with the sun beating down on you….and you welcome a cloud to come over and the shadow of the cloud to give you some relief….even for a little bit.
A shadow also some times is given mystical talent and has brought about folk lore.

· February second.  Ground Hog’s Day.

Actually, February second began as a religious holiday in the Roman Catholic Church.

· It was the Christian festival of lights.

· It commemorated the ritual purification of Mary 40 days after the birth of Jesus.

· It was a day in the Roman Catholic Church to bless the candles used in the church.

· It was the festival day or mass of the candles.

Eventually the idea came into play that Candle mass could predict the weather for the rest of the winter.

· The Candle mass proverb expressed the idea that a fine bright sunny day meant more winter was to come…….

· Whereas a cloudy wet stormy day meant that the worst of winter was over.

The Germans added the animal factor.

· With the invention of electricity, Candle mass became less important.

· But with the assistance of the Germans, Ground Hog’s Day took its place.

There is now Punxsutawney Phil.

· If he sees his shadow, that means there will be 6 more weeks of winter.
· If he does not see his shadow, and wanders around on a cloudy day in the spring, well then that means an early spring.

What drives Punxsutawney Phil back into the hole?

· It is the fear of his own shadow, of course.

· And sometimes that happens in our lives also, doesn’t it?
· Sometimes the shadows of our lives scare us back into the hole.

· What about your shadows?

Back to the Scripture verse I started this message with.

· “So that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least HIS SHADOW might fall on some of them.”

It is important to put this all into context.

· Jesus had risen from the dead and ascended into heaven.

· The New Testament church is just getting started.

· The believers are jubilant and excited.

· They gather in homes to have fellowship and prayer, to listen to the apostles teach them, and to eat meals together.

They have sold land and belongings to form a new community called the Chruch.
· More and more have been added to their numbers.

· What an amazing change from the shadows of the grief-filled days after Jesus had been crucified!

Peter stood tall as the leader of the growing church, along with the apostle John.

· The 2 of them had just healed a beggar who could not walk.

· But the religious leaders did not like what was going on and tried to get them to stop talking about Jesus.

· They wanted to silence their message that Jesus had risen from the dead.

It did not work.

· Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, went from the shadows of the temple court yard denying Jesus to now boldly proclaiming…….

· “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

The apostles continued to perform incredible signs and wonders among the people.

· Can you picture the crowds they began to attract?

· People would carry the sick out into the streets.

· Those with unclean spirits were brought to them.

Oh, if only Peter would stop and heal them, that the apostles would cast out the evil spirits.

· In fact, from our Scripture reading today, they were hoping that even Peter’s SHADOW would pass over them, that the shadow would make them whole again.

· The scene ends in our Scripture reading for today with the words, “They were all healed.”

Now did Peter’s shadow heal the people?

· It could have.

· Of course, it would not be Peter or his shadow, but because God was there, performing amazing signs and wonders.
Think back to the time that Jesus was traveling in a crowd of people.

· A woman crept up to Jesus.

· She had a discharge of blood for 12 years and no doctor could help her.

· She just wanted to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment.

· She did and when she did she was healed on the spot.

· Peter’s shadow had the same healing power and presence of God for the sick and demon possessed.

You see, God can be powerfully present even in a shadow.

· When the time came for Jesus to be born, the angel came to Mary.

· Mary asked, “How can this be?”  She was confused because she was a virgin.

· The angel’s answer, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will OVERSHADOW you.”
· God overshadowed Mary and she gave birth to Jesus, the Savior of the world.

Later in Jesus’ life, he went up a mountain with Peter, James, and John.

· He was transfigured right before their eyes.  Blazing white.

· Moses and Elijah appeared there and talked with Jesus.  Incredible.

· Then a cloud came and OVERSHADOWED them.

· The disciples heard God’s powerful voice boom out, “This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him.”

Even long before Peter walked by the crowd of people, the writer of Psalm 91 knew the wonderful gift of God’s shadow.

· These words are our Scripture of the week posted outside the church office.

· Psalm 91:1-2.  “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the SHADOW of the Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.’”

Now, I know, as we already alluded to earlier, the word shadow also has some negative imagery.

· Shadows can be joyous or ominous.

· Walk into the church and the casket is up in the front of the church.
· Your loved one took his last breath a few days ago.

· The funeral begins and the Pastor reads Psalm 23.

· The words strike your soul, “Yea though I walk through the valley of the SHADOW of death.”

While God is present in the shadow, and it is only a shadow, that shadow of death overpowers us.
· You realize how quickly life passes by.

· Another verse comes to mind.  Psalm 144:4
· “Man is like a breath; his days are like a PASSING SHADOW.”

· You don’t like living under that shadow.  You long for the shadow of God’s healing presence in your life.

Dear Christian friends—rejoice.

· We are now in the joys of Eastertide.

· We are basking in the victory of Christ.

· The shadows of sin and death have been changed to God’s presence in your life.

You remember what we talked about with shadows?

· There must be light for their to be a shadow.

· Jesus Christ is always present.  Even in your worst, most frightening, most powerful shadows. He is the light of the world.

· You do not need to live in fear.  “Afraid of your own shadow”…..so to speak!
You do not need to live in the shadows of your sins.

· That mess up 10 years, 20 years, or 100 years ago, or even yesterday, that projects a big shadow over your life?

· It need be no more.

· That direction your life has been going lately casting a big shadow over you?

· It need not be that way.

Jesus’ resurrection overshadows you with the very promise of forgiveness of sins and life.

· John tells us…..
· In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.

· The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood it.

Johnny Hart was a dedicated Christian who drew a comic strip called B.C.
· Many of you may remember it. 

· Johnny Hart was called home in 2007.

· On major holidays he would often draw a comic that witnessed to his faith.

For Easter joy in 1999, he beautifully spoke of what Christ’s resurrection means to him.

· A cavewoman watches a caveman tie a rope around 2 sticks to form a cross on a hill.

· She asks if he is building his new Easter model.

· He said, part of it and the sticks represent God.

· He sticks the cross in the ground at the top of the hill.

The man and the woman then begin walking away from the cross.

· They stop and they turn around.

· The woman sees how far they have gone from God and asks if God hates them.

· The man assures her that He does not. God loves.

She then admits that she has rejected Him.

· The man assures her that God will always reach out to them.

· He then invites her to watch with him the sun rise.

The sun begins slowly rising behind the cross.

· A shadow appears.

· The shadow extends and gets closer to them until it covers both of them.

· The woman asks if that is the SON, Son.

· The man smiles and shakes his head, “yes.”

· The man tells the woman the empty cross sits at the center of the sun, S, U, N.

Dear Christian friends…….

· That is our story this Eastertide.

· We need not be afraid of the shadows, any of the shadows in our lives. 
· Shadows of mystery, shadows of past sins, or shadows from where we are at or going.
No matter what the shadow, there must be light.  The light of Christ.

· This day Christ brings the light, the resurrection from death to us.

· He is present no matter where we are at and what we face.

· AND HE HAS WON THE VICTORY.

In our Gospel reading Thomas did not believe that Christ was risen.

· He lived in the shadows of doubt and fear.

· But Christ came into His presence.
· And the shadow of death turned into the shadow of life.

· Thomas was whole again and gave one of the great confessions of the Bible.

Now, we can’t reach out and touch the nail marks in Jesus’ hands like Thomas was physically invited to do.
· We don’t have Peter’s shadow passing over us, like the crowds did.

· But we have the light of Christ, His Word shining in all our shadows.

· His constant healing presence and power.

· And we can reach out with our hands to take hold of the risen body of Christ in the bread at the Lord’s Supper.

· And we can reach out to hold steady a cup filled with His blood, powerfully present for us once again.

In this Eastertide the shadow of gloom and death is changed to the shadow of God’s power and life with Christ’s resurrected presence in our lives.
· At our Lamb’s high feast, we find Easter triumph and Easter joy.

· No fear, no uncertainty, no gloom and defeat.

· Paradise opened, and light and life for all our days.

· Amen.
(Please stand) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God, we now prepare our hearts and minds to say together the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
