2

Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
Let me begin by asking you some questions; all centered around the reflection of who is at the center of your universe?

· What are you all about?  

· What is your motivation in life; and for that matter, why do you fear God?

· Proper fear of God that is, awe, reverence, respect, and a desire to do what is God pleasing.

To help us answer these questions, today I would like to take you on another little field trip with me.

· Recall last week we went to Lubeck, Germany to St. Mary’s Church and the dance of death on their sanctuary walls.

Today I would like to take you to the Creation Museum, just outside of Cincinnati, Ohio.

· It is a state-of-the-art 75,000 square foot museum that has welcomed millions of visitors and allows us to venture through creation in the context of God and the Bible.

· It has exhibits, displays and facts.

· It demonstrates to us the vastness of the universe God has erected and yet how He has put in place even the most minute details and capabilities for even insects to function and have life

We first walk into the space and galaxy section……..

· As we learn about our galaxy, it is overwhelming.

· So vast and filled with light.

In our galaxy, the Milky Way, which is 1 of over 100 billion galaxies, we learn that there are about 200 billion suns or stars like our own.
· Our star, the sun is estimated to be at 27 million degrees Fahrenheit on the inside of its core and more than 9,000 degrees Fahrenheit on its surface.

And then we read and see of the slow turning spiral of galaxy after galaxy.

· Collections of gas, dust, and billions of stars all held together by gravity.

All of it without us.

· All of it oblivious to our existence.

· All of this carrying on without any regard for us or any regard for our thoughts and problems.  Our sorrows and hopes.

· To be living on a mere spec of rock in the outer rim of a galaxy is a sobering thought, and perhaps, a little disturbing

Well, next we move into a section of our own little world.

· The seas, the oceans, and marine life.

· And we learn that two-thirds of marine species remain unknown to us.

There are up to 740,000 of them.

· And they couldn’t care a lick whether we know about them or not.

· They will just keep on glowing and swimming and floating and digging as God intended.

So, where am I going with all this?

· Who is at the center of your universe?

We like to think that we are at the center of all things.

· All of life revolves around us.

· We do this when we limit ourselves to our knowledge and the constraints of what we know.

· No wonder the Copernicus’, who put forth the vastness of the universe were scorned.

· No wonder Galileo was imprisoned when it was put forth that we were no longer the center of the universe, that we were no longer the fulcrum of creation.

Which brings us to how God spoke to Job in a whirlwind in our assigned Old Testament reading for today.

· In Job chapter 38 we are coming to the end of the account, but to make good and proper sense of it, we need to go back and make sure we understand how the account began,

The Book of Job is also driven by a question.

· A question similar to what I asked to open this message.

· Who is at the center of your universe?

· What are you all about?

· What is your motivation in life?

· Why do you fear God?

The account begins with a time of satan appearing before the Lord.

· God says to satan, have you noticed Job, My servant?

· There, is an upright man.  He fears God and shuns evil.

And satan asks, why does Job fear You, God?

· Satan thinks that Job fears God because he gets something from it.

· After all, Job is a very wealthy man.

· He has 1,000’s of animals and plenty of servants, and a beautiful family.
Satan thinks, take that all away and then we’ll see about Job.

· Then we’ll find out what Job’s relationship with God is all about.

Satan doesn’t think that Job fears God, just because He is God, because He is the Creator, because He is the Lord.

· Satan thinks that Job fears God, because he gets something.

So God accepts the challenge.

· And Job suffers.

· In one afternoon it is all taken away.

· The sheep are burned up by fire from heaven.

· Raiders come and take away the oxen and donkeys and camels.

· The servants are killed and a tornado kills Job’s children.

Job woke up a wealthy, great man and he goes to bed poor and miserable.

· But what does he say?

· The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.

· So far, Job’s fear of God is for the right reasons.  Pure love of his Lord.

Well, satan isn’t satisfied.

· You didn’t let me hurt the guy.

· Let me add a little pain there and then we will see.

And God accepts that challenge also.

· And Job is afflicted with sores from the soles of his feat to the top of his head.

Now, his wife sees all this and says……..

· Curse God and die.

· But Job says you are talking like one of those foolish women.

· Should we take only good from the Lord and not the bad?

And Job fears God for who God is.

· He fears God simply because He is God, because He is the Lord, because He is the Creator…..and not for something He gets from Him.

But, in a way, the story is just beginning.

· You take away all of his wealth, you take away his children, you take away his health, then the story really gets going.

Here comes friends of Job, and they are real friends.

· They are devoted to him.  They sit with him.  They mourn with him.

· But they also criticize the way he talks and they insist that he has done something wrong.

· That he is to blame for what happened.

Job looks to stay the proper course.  The high road.  

· He puts forth that God’s majesty is unsearchable.

· Job says he will maintain his integrity.

And then Job begins reflecting.

· The good old days.

· How I have lived an upright life.

· After a lifetime of walking in the path of righteousness, justice, and goodness…..

· Job now experiences the actions and absences of God which seem utterly out of sync with everything Job has upheld and protected.
It is almost as if Job’s reflections and thoughts could be summarized in the words made famous by Rabbi Harold Kushner.

· Why do bad things happen to good people.

For the most part Job maintains that he is blameless and all he wants is God to answer him.

· Some kind of inner satisfaction.

· Who is at the center of your universe?

And, can you relate and sympathize with Job?

· After all, inexplicable suffering is not unique to Job.

· It has touched us as well.

· Whether directly or through the pain of a family member or a friend or even as we hear and read about human tragedy around the world.

· All of us know about suffering.  All of us know of the haunting questions that stalks all human misfortune.

And that now brings us to our assigned Old Testament reading for today.

· It is almost as if we have taken a break and are now going back into the creation museum.

· And God speaks to Job in a whirlwind.

· But He has no answers for Job, but quite the opposite.

In fact, He says to Job, give Me some answers.

· And He asks some rhetorical questions to make a point.

· Questions about the earth and the sea and the clouds and the rain and the stars in the heavens.  Questions about the animals.

Job, how did it go with the building of the world?

· Tell Me, Job, you’ve built houses before.

· Who measured it?  Who made it plum, dug and secured the footings, laid its cornerstones?

· You remember the birth of your children.

· Do you remember when the sea was born?

· I wrapped it in clouds and vapors and held back its threshing arms of its waves.

And where did all the water come from?

· By the way, scientists still have no idea.

God has shown Job a world……beautiful, mysterious, terrifying, ordered and yet wild.

· A world much, much larger than ourselves with a life and a purpose that goes far beyond us.

· A world that lives by the breath of God, not by the will of man.

The world does not owe Job anything.

· Neither good fortune or pleasure.  Stability nor security.

· We are not its center.

Job’s world begins to crash.

· Unpredictable, but simply governed by the hand of God.

Does that mean we are adrift without anchor or hope?

· No.

· Job is not the center of the universe but he is special to God.  Figuratively speaking, he is at the center of God’s universe.

He is invited to delight in the things that God delights in.

· Uniquely among all creatures he is invited to see and enjoy and love and trust in God’s provisions.

· God’s love for the mountain goats and leopard and sea urchin and desert jackal is nothing compared to His love for His people.

To God……we are a pearl of great price.  A treasured possession.

· The last few weeks in our Scripture readings we have been reminded of this.

· As God is to be at the center of your universe, you are at the center of His universe

God’s love for us is greater than our virtues and more reckless than our rules for justice…….

· And He has shown this by entering into our narrow world confined by the knowledge of good and evil and He breaks it open from within.

· He would suffer though He was innocent.

· He would act justly but endure injustice.

· He would speak wisdom but die the death of a fool and a criminal.

And all the while He would expand the vista of human life to include forgiveness when none is deserved.

· Wine when there was only water.

· Sight when there is only darkness and blindness 

· A feast when there were only a few loaves of bread.

· Life and light and paradise when there was only death and darkness and crucifixion,

With the coming of Jesus we can begin to experience a freedom intended in creation here to fore unknown.

· Founded in Him we begin to see creation anew……

· Living as part of a new creation infinitely beautiful and wild and wondrous driven by love.

· And when we suffer we are not dragged back into our system of justice and injustice but we are now drawn to the cross…….
· Where suffering and death ends and resurrection and new life begin.

After God speaks to him, Job repents.

· Job understands that he had no business asking those kind of questions,

· He shows he feared God, he believed in God.

· He listens to God.  He trusted in God just because God is God.  Because God  is the Lord.  God is the Creator.
And so, what about you and me?

· Back to the questions I opened this message with.

· Who is at the center of your universe?

· What are you all about?

· What is your motivation in life and why do you fear God?

In the words of Jesus, “If anyone wants to be My disciple, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.”

· God vindicated Job.

· And Jesus promised all who do likewise will be vindicated.

· All who follow simply because God is God.  All who follow simply because Jesus is Lord.

In the name of Jesus, the Son of God, and the One that God made Lord of all, I urge you……..

· You who have been baptized into the name of the Lord, you who are here and again today will be fed on His body and blood.

· You who have heard His Word.  

· You who have been invited.  You who have been called.

· You who have been justified and sanctified.

I urge you to continue to fear God for nothing other than God really is God.

· Nothing other than Jesus really is Lord.

· Not for your advantage.  Not for your profits  Not for your good feelings.

Who is at the center of your universe?

· Jesus is Lord.  Amen.
(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.

