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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
Today, our Epistle reading, which does form the basis for this message………
· Is the beginning verses of the Book of Philippians.

· It is the beginning lines of Paul’s letter to the people at Phillipi (and to us)  

· And Paul is writing it from jail.  He has been wrongly imprisoned for preaching the gospel.
And other than the fact that Paul makes reference to his being in jail…..you would never know it from his attitude and words expressed.

· Paul makes reference that he is in jail……but he quickly adds that his imprisonment is to God.
· And he speaks with joy and optimism.

Why?

· In the words of Paul on the cover of your bulletin…….

· Because what has happened to me (Paul) has really served to advance the gospel.

Paul seems to be using oxymorons.

· He is in jail, but he is free.

· He is in chains but the gospel is advanced.

Why all the joy and optimism and confidence?

· Because Paul’s ultimate goal is that Christ be honored.

· And the light of the Lord’s gospel shines in the darkness.

· And through Paul’s situation glory is being given to God.

The gospel cannot be bound.

· Paul is just obeying Christ and Paul’s suffering was a means by which God was spreading the word that Jesus has conquered sin, death, and the devil for the sake of the people…….

· For the sake of you and me.

· God’s love and mercy and wisdom and will is being done.

As we think then of applying all this to our lives…….
· Do we understand what Paul is saying here?

· Does this make sense to us?

· We certainly face many hardships and challenges.

· Do we find the joy and optimism Paul has?

All of these observations and questions led me to thinking………

· Why are we disciples of Christ?

· Why do we, in spite of all the difficulties and hardships, obey God?

· And in so doing, do we have the same attitude of Paul?

I’ve entitled this message, “Seven Reasons To Obey God.”

· I have organized this to be 7 reasons.  After all, 7 in the Bible is a number of completeness.  

So here we go…….Reason number one.

· Because as you obey God, you are a child of God.

A child of God.

· You are born of God.

· This was done for you in Holy Baptism when you died to that sinful nature and was born again as a child of God.

A child of God.

· A belief that causes you to surrender your life to Jesus as your Lord.

· He is the Creator.  We are the creation.

· A belief that keeps on believing and keeps on surrendering to the Lord.

To better understand all this…..consider the alternative.

· If you are not a child of God, then who are you a child of?

In God……..

· You have security no matter what you face.
· You are in God’s hands and His control.

You have authority.

· You are not a slave.

· You have been adopted into sonship and daughter-ship,

· You have an inheritance.

· You are led by the Holy Spirit.

You have intimacy.

· You are one family with all the believers in Christ.

· And you are free to imitate your brother in Christ.

With all of this, it is easy to see how Paul in prison, and we, in our persecution and troubles can speak in joy and contentment.

· But we’re not done….7 reasons to obey and follow God.

Reason number 2……and it tracks with being a child of God.

· You have rest for your soul and peace of mind……no matter what you face.

· God our Father has you in His arms.  And as necessary, He even picks you up and carries you on His shoulders.

· You have all the assurances of……an all protecting, an all providing, and an all loving Father.

· No matter what you face…..He is bigger than that and is in control.

Dear Christian friends…….

· In obedience to God and doing His will……find the peace of mind that is nowhere else available.

· “For peace of mind, resign as general manager of the universe.”

Reason number 3 to obey God and be His own.

· You can enjoy the privilege of prayer.

· We have talked this often before.

You can call on an all powerful all everything God, your Father.

· He even invites and instructs you to do that.

· He welcomes prayer.  And He promises to listen and answer.

Think about this……in faith you have access to God the Father.

· And in that privilege you can speak one on one to an almighty God over all creation.

· And even address Him as your Father……as He is.

· The saying goes, “A day hemmed in prayer is less likely to come unraveled.”

When you pray remember……..

· The love of God that wants what is best for us.

· The wisdom of God that knows what is best for you.

· And the power of God that can accomplish it.

The fourth reason to obey God and do His will is to express appreciation to Jesus.

· Think about this for a moment.

· A dear Jesus who humbled Himself to take your place.

· To take on all your sin.  To die on the cross.

· To experience the forsakenness of God in your place.

· To take you from sin and damnation to righteousness and eternity in paradise.

How could we ever thank Him enough?

· To do otherwise would be sort of like drowning and flailing in the ocean.
· This man comes along, he sees you, he jumps in the water and saves you.

· When he gets you to shore he begins CPR on you.

When you come back to full consciousness and safety, you instead of thanking him immediately, you reach up and slap him in the face.

· We dare not do anything less than to be in respect and love and honor to Christ.

· To obey God and be His disciple is to respect and love and honor Christ.

The fifth reason I give for obeying God and being His own is when we do His will…..we do what is best for us.

· Our God is the Creator.  Even though in our sinful nature we want to rebel, we many times think we know better, and even until disaster strikes, think it is better and more fun.

The mother was frustrated with her son.

· He was constantly in rebellion and disobedience.

· The mother in frustration threw up her arms and said, “Do whatever you want.  Now, let’s see you disobey that.”

Who are we to alter or do whatever we want or go against the plans and ways God has designed for us.

· I read this week where the question was asked, “Do  you know what God left out of the Bible?”

· The answer was, your opinion.
God knows what is best for us and it is best for us when we obey His commands.

· When we do otherwise, it seems so attractive and good at first, and then it all falls apart.

The sixth reason to obey God’s commands and be His own is to live in the expectancy of the resurrection now, and one day be in it, for all eternity.

· If all we have is this earth, we are all to be pitied.

· We live today in the joy, the hope, and expectation of eternal life, and one day in the reality of that.

· Peter tells us in his first epistle, chapter 1, verse 3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  According to His great mercy He has carried us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

· And Paul tells us in his epistle to the Romans, chapter 8, verse 18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.”

Oh dear Christian friends, we live in that hope now and we have so much more to look forward to……for all eternity.

· The cemetery is not your permanent address.

Which leads us to the seventh and final reason given today for obeying God and doing His will.

· Our desire is that all would be saved.

· Go back to where we started this message with Paul’s letter to Phillipi.  

· Go back again to Paul’s words printed on the cover of your bulletin.  “What has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.

· And a few verses later Paul says, “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

People are watching.   We proclaim a message every day in our words and actions.

· May what they see and hear be as we proclaim in the Psalm, “O Lord open my lips and show forth Your praise.”

As we bring this message to a close, I do so with a story.

· There was a young man.  He disobeyed God and his earthly father.  He certainly showed no love and respect for them.

· In fact, the young man drained his father of joy and the possessions that he had.

· He then went off to live on his own.  He thought he was the smart one.  He had it all figured out and it looked so good.

He squandered what he had.  Nothing to show for it.  Except a lifestyle that should not even be talked about.

· In his being down and out, he decided to return to his dad.  While he talked big, he really did not have much of a choice.

· He wondered how it would be when he returned.  Even what the rest of the family would think.
But down and out he returned home.

· And his dad received him with open arms.  He had never stopped thinking about him and loving him.

· He forgave him for all he had done.

That account is our account with God our Father.  We are the wayward son and He is our Father.

· That account is likewise a paraphrase of the parable of the prodigal son.

· There are numerous accounts like this in the Bible.

· So it is that God has never stopped loving you and is ready to forgive you.

· The beauty of the Christian faith is its offering of redemption and forgiveness.

No matter what you have done, no matter where you are at, let us together go forward from here in Christ.

· No matter what we face, to obey and follow Him.  To give all glory and honor to Him.
· We have every reason to do so.

· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
