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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
As I alluded to in the introduction to this service…….today our theme is all about endurance.
· Endurance is defined as the ability to exert one’s self and remain active for a long period of time…..as well as, the ability to resist, withstand, recover from, and have immunity to trauma, wounds or fatigue.

· Exert for a long period of time…..

· And withstand, recover, and have immunity to trauma, wounds, or fatigue.

That sounds like things associated with this wilderness journey we are on.

· How much endurance do you have?

· The Apostle Paul also faced many, many hardships and in our Epistle reading for today he gives us good examples of endurance, encouragement. and advice on how we can continue “Pressing On Towards the Goal.”
· Those last words, “Pressing On Towards the Goal” is the title for this message.

In particular, I direct you to the words of verses 13 and 14 of our Epistle reading that Paul gives to us today.

· “But one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal of the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

As I was thinking about endurance and preparing for this message, I was reminded of the book, “Endurance” written by Alfred Lansing in 1959.

· If you are looking for a good book to read, I would recommend this one to you.

· It is the true account of the failure of the Imperial Trans-Atlantic expedition, led by Sir Ernest Shackleton, to make the first crossing of the Antarctica Continent in 1914.

· The crew endured incredible, incredible difficulty and struggle.

· 28 men for a period of 2 years.

It is a good example of endurance.

· And today I would like to use this expedition as a metaphor for the hardships and endurance of both Paul and the hardships and endurance of each of us in our journey in this life.

The ship Endurance, sailed from London, England on August 1, 1914.

· They arrived on an island in South Georgia a little over 3 months later. Their location at this point is a distance of some 8,000 miles from where they started.

· Their location was a very remote place; but very close to Antarctica.

So far so good.

· What about for the Apostle Paul?

· In the opening verses of our Epistle reading he gives some of his criteria.

Summarizing he says……

· If anyone thinks he has reason for confidence in himself…..I have more.
· By birthright and following the Law, a Hebrew of Hebrews.

· Great zeal for the persecution of the church.

· A Pharisee of Pharisees.  An up and coming leader.  Doing well.  Even given the authority to travel to Damascus to arrest and persecute Christians.

How about for you as you look back on your life?

· No matter who you are, or what your age, you have many miles behind you.

· Many experiences.  And perhaps for some of them, or many of them, boasting in yourself.
· But for the crew of the Expedition, for Paul, and for you and I there is still much ahead.  And at this point our view is very worldly.
One month later, after resupplying from the long journey from England, the crew left South Georgia and set sail for Antarctica.

· Their biggest concern was that their ship could get stuck in ice.
· Both the Apostle Paul and you and I have our concerns on our journey also.

And their concern with ice came true.

· Two days after sailing from South Georgia they encountered their first pack ice.

· A pack ice is just as it sounds.  A large section of ice floating on the water.

A little over a month later the ship was trapped in ice.

· They were 100 miles from shore.

· About 9 months after that, still on board the ship, still stuck in ice, they could tell the ship was going to be crushed.  Later it would sink.

And at this point they abandoned ship, all 28 crew members.

· They lost so much.

· They were on this mission to gain notoriety and accomplishment and success.

· And suddenly, all that changed.

· Have you ever had a catastrophe that caused everything to change and you to value everything differently?

The Apostle Paul was on the road to Damascus, and he encountered our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

· And everything changed.

· Paul went from a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christians to the apostle to the Gentiles, that is you and me.

And what about for you and me?

· Our lives were completely changed at the Baptismal Font.

· We were drowned to old self and raised as children of God.

· A new person, a new perspective, and a new mission, with a new result.

The 28 men abandoned ship and set up a camp on the sea ice.  They called it Patience Camp.

· Five months later all 28 men loaded into the 3 small lifeboats they had and set sail across the great passage which is one of the stormiest seas on the planet.
· And for this journey they were limited in weight and space.

· Shackelton said each man was limited to 2 pounds.

· What would you take if you only had 2 pounds for a trip?

· To demonstrate what he meant by this, he took his Bible, that the queen of England had given him and he tore out the 23rd Psalm and one page from the Book of Job and threw the rest of the Bible into the ocean.

You see, when our lives are turned as we become followers of Christ, there are things we give up.

· Paul tells us in verses 7 and 8 of our Epistle reading…..

· “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord. ……
· For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in Him.”

So what things have you given up for Christ?

· What “treasures” of this world have you let go of and no longer value for your focus to be on Christ?
And it is not only giving up things, but our suffering increases.

· For the men of the Endurance they arrived back on South Georgia.  On a different site from where they left.

· It was the first time they had been on land in 497 days.  But it was uninhabited land.

Shackelton and 5 others then began to cross 22 miles of unmapped glacial mountains to get to a whaling station where there would be inhabitants and supplies.

· But then they had to get back.

· It took 3 attempts to get back to the others.

Paul certainly knew of hardships and struggles.

· In the Book of Second Corinthians he listed some of them.  Our men’s Saturday morning Bible study recently talked about these.
· Five times 40 lashes minus one.

· Three times beaten with rods.

· Stoned.

· Three times shipwrecked.

· A night and a day in open sea.

· Constantly moving and in danger.

· No sleep.  Gone without food.

· Cold and naked.

The Christian life is not easy.  What are some of the things that have gotten in your way?

· Perhaps health challenges.  For many of us, the limitations with aging.
· Perhaps family disappointments and concerns.

· Perhaps loss of loved ones.  Perhaps loss of friendships.
· Perhaps uncertainty and doubt.

· Perhaps it just seems that everything is going against you.  Those valleys we go through.

· Perhaps the message the world just keeps pounding on you with, and it becomes harder and harder not to listen and follow.

But it is important that we endure and continue on.

· In the last verse of our Epistle reading for today, Paul says to us, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
· Paul also tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:19, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.”
Oh dear Christian friends……

· We have so much more ahead of us.  We have so much more to look forward to.

And finally, on August 30, 1916, a time period of just over 2 years, the crew of the Endurance were rescued.

· Not a soul was lost.  All 28 men survived.

Paul, at the end of his life, in his final letter to Timothy said……

· “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.”
And to us more directly Paul says in Romans chapter 10……..
· If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame. For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
The story is told of a boy who came home one hot afternoon, anxious to take a cool swim in the pond behind his home. 

· He lived in south Florida, so taking a quick dip was a common way to cool off.

He was so anxious to get in the water, he didn’t even go inside to change clothes. 

· He just raced for the pond, dropping his shoes, shirt, and socks along the way. His mother spotted him diving off the dock, and went outside to check on him.

· As she watched her son swim toward the middle of the lake, she also spotted an alligator moving from the far shore, toward her son! 

She began screaming the warnings, and the boy stopped in mid-swim. 

· He finally understood the danger, and began racing back toward the dock. 

· Just as he reached her, the alligator reached him.

It was a tug-of-war and a mother’s worst nightmare. 

· From the dock, she pulled his arms. From the water, the alligator held his legs. 

· The water was quickly stained with blood.

A farmer driving by heard the screams, and ran to help. 

· He shot the alligator and helped the mother call for help. 

· The boy survived, and after several weeks of hospitalization, was ready to talk with a news reporter.

The reporter asked the child if he could see where the alligator had bitten him. 

· With the typical pride of a boy, he showed off his healing wounds to the interested reporter. 

“But wait,” said the boy, “look at these!” 

· With that, he showed the reporter the scars on his arms. 

· “I have great scars on my arms, too. I have them because my Mom wouldn’t let go.”
Dear fellow redeemed…..

· In this account, the devil, the world, and sin are the alligator.

· Jesus is the mother.

And we have scars in our arms to show others.

· But it is not our arms.

· It is Jesus’ hands.

He died on the cross for you.

· He is reaching out and hanging on to you.

· Do not let go.  Stay the course.  Finish the race.  Salvation awaits you in Christ.

In closing this message, I once more use the words from the apostle Paul.
· We have quoted him often in this message.

· But these words seem to work as a fitting ending.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

· “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
· God grant this for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

