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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
Unless you are one of our younger members here today, each of you, I suspect, remember the Tv show, “I’ve Got A Secret.”
· And even if you are not familiar with it, I will describe it enough here today that you will get the thought process of where I am going.

· It first aired on June 19, 1952 and it ran until April 3, 1967.

· It later had a short revival in the early 2000’s but at that time only a limited number of episodes appeared.

To put in perspective the age of the show, and perhaps bring back memories for some of you……..

· It began in 1952 on black and white TV and switched to color TV in 1966.

A contestant would come out onto the set with a secret.  Something that was unusual, amazing, embarrassing, or humorous about that person.

· He or she would whisper the secret to the host.

· The secret would be shown in caption to those watching on TV at home.

An initial clue would then be given to the panel of 4 members playing.

· And then each panel member would have a specified period of time to ask questions.

At the end of all the questioning, each panel member would then make a guess as to what they thought the secret was.

· Once the guessing was over, the contestant would then reveal the secret and expand on it.

· The contestant would then be given $20 for each panel member that guessed wrong, or a maximum of $80.

· The amount to be won never increased over the years.

· It was thought the fun and excitement and compelling nature of trying to discover or learn the secret far outweighed the prize money.  

Well, in our Epistle reading for today which does form the basis for our message this morning, Paul has a secret.

· And he invites us to focus in, to listen in, and learn his secret.

It is a bit ironic, while secrets are compelling and we want to know them………

· We tend to gravitate towards the secrets of celebrities and well known people.

But in this case, Paul has a secret for us and he is the one in prison!

· Roman imprisonment was brutal.

· There was no concern for prisoner comfort, no plan for meals or medical care.

· And no concern for a just and speedy trial.

And yet Paul has a secret for us.

· In verse 12 of our Epistle reading, which is one of the key verses for us to focus in on this morning……..

· Paul tells us, “I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound.  In any and every circumstance I HAVE LEARNED THE SECRET of facing plenty and hunger and abundance and need.”

How to be brought low and how to abound.

· The secret of facing plenty and hunger and abundance and need.

We, I think, have all been in the ups and downs of that roller coaster ride.

· We need that secret also, don’t we?

Well, we don’t have to guess.  We don’t have to wonder.

· Paul tells us in our Epistle reading for today what the secret is.
Go back up to verse 4 and Paul tells us what the secret is, “The Lord is at hand.”

· That is, the closeness of the Lord to you and me.

· Whatever your journey, wherever you are at, the Lord is near to you.

· And then Paul proceeds to expand on this and tell us the cause and effect so to speak of the Lord being near to us, in 4 ways.

Paul begins our Epistle reading for today with the first one.

· Paul tells us, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  Again I will say rejoice.”

The Book of Philippians is called Paul’s book of joy.

· In this small book, and although Paul is in prison, he uses the word joy 16 times.

How much joy do you have in your life?

· In all circumstances?

There are many kinds of rejoicing.

· There is rejoicing in committing sins.

· There is rejoicing in receiving gifts.

And there is the rejoicing that Paul is talking about here.

· A lasting rejoicing when all other rejoicing vanishes.

· A rejoicing in the Lord who has won for us salvation and saved us from eternal death,.

How could Paul rejoice in prison?

· Because the Lord was near to him……and that same Lord is near to you.

· And in His nearness the Lord was gracious to Paul…..and in His nearness the Lord is gracious to you.

· No matter your age……think of all you have been through.

· The Lord is kind and provides for you.

I don’t care what you are facing.

· I don’t know what lies ahead for you.  Things we might not even have any idea about right now.
· But the Lord is with you.

· And you can trust in His love and mercy and wisdom.

· And we can rejoice in that.  At all times and in all circumstances.

Do you recall what our Psalm is for today that we chanted a few minutes ago?

· The 23rd Psalm.

· The Lord is my Shepherd.

· And He cares and provides for His sheep.

Rejoice—the Lord is near to you.

· Soon we will again be singing, “Joy to the World, the Lord is come.”

Paul then goes on to the second cause and effect of the Lord being near to you.

· Reasonableness.  Perhaps looking at the original Greek, a better word to describe what Paul is saying here is gentleness or kindness.

Can you tell the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian in their gentleness and kindness?

· I hope you can.

· You should.

Our world is not gentle or kind.

· Our culture forms us to be the opposite of gentle and kind.

· Our society puts forth that people who are gentle don’t get ahead.

· War is about these things.  We live in an angry culture.

And it seems to be getting worse.

· Wednesday night I was sitting watching the 10:00 news.

· I don’t get a chance to do that very often.

And as I was watching the news, my mind was wandering to this sermon message.

· The headlines were quite the opposite of gentleness and kindness.

A youth volunteer football coach was shot at the youth football practice he was leading.
A man had road rage on the interstate.  The 2 cars stopped.  The one man got out of his car to approach the other.

· Apparently he reached for his gun strapped to his leg.

· The man in the car pulled out his gun and shot the man who was approaching him.

· At least that was the account reported on the news.

And then there is the war in Israel, not to mention the Ukraine.  

· The terrorist attack that took place…..with there stated mission, “To annihilate Israel.”

Gentleness and kindness.

· The Lord is near to us.

· The Lord dwells within us.

· And the Lord gave His life on the cross for every one of us.

· Even the person who is your enemy or you are in conflict with right now.

· May we show that the Lord is near to us in our gentleness and kindness and approach to all we face.

The third cause and effect Paul talks about in the Lord being near to us is contentment.

· In verse 13 Paul tells us, “I have learned in whatever situation I am in to be content.”

For most of us, this is a tough one.

· Our culture focuses us to be discontent.

· Trying to sell us things, trying to get us to consume things…..and that happens most when we think something is missing or we are lacking.

Jospeh Heller, the author of the book, “Catch 22”, was once at a party in the Hampton’s.

· A guy came over to him and pointed out a young 25 year old standing at the party who worked big hedge fund investments.
· Heller’s friend said to him…..see that guy over there?

· He made more money last year than you will ever make with all your books combined.

Joseph Heller said, “Maybe so.  But I have one thing that man will never have.”

· His friend was skeptical, “Oh yeah, what?”

· Heller said, “Enough.”

· With the Lord near to us, we lack nothing.  We have more than enough.

The final cause and effect of the Lord being near to us is peace, lack of anxiousness.

· Think for a moment of a little child.

· Afraid of strangers, afraid of the dark, afraid of the unknown.

· But when the parents are near, and even holding their hand…..they become trusting, comfortable, at peace, protected.

· Many times, not a worry in the world.

On a much larger scale that is how it is with us.

· The Lord is near.

· He will care and provide.

· He is our Good Shepherd.

· And He invites us to cast all our cares on Him.

· We have peace in spite of all the conflict around us.

I’ve got a secret…..the Lord is near.

· What does that mean to you?
· We have joy in a world that is frustrated.

· We are gentle in a world that is combative.

· We are content in a world that is struggling.

· And we have peace in a world that is in conflict.

And our secret is no longer a secret.

· Christ has come into the world.

· And just like those who watched the old game show, “I’ve Got A Secret”….the secret has also been given to us in words.  Words from the Bible and words spoken here today.

· In God’s Word He has clearly made the secret known to us.

· And in this life, in our words and actions, we need to proclaim Christ; and make sure the secret is known to all people.

No guessing.  And the reward is far more than $80.

· Far more than we can imagine today, and for all eternity.

I close this message with the words posted outside the church office for this week.  The words chosen for our Scripture of the week.

· Psalm 145:18

· “The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”

· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
