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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
As I alluded to in the introduction to this service…….today’s message is all about and centered in hope.
· Hope is really important to us.

· Take a person’s hope away and they have nothing to look forward to.  Nothing to live for.

Rabbi Hugo Gyrn tells of his time in Auschwitz as a boy.

· Auschwitz’s was, of course, one of the worst Jewish concentration and extermination camps operated by Nazi Germany during World War 2.

· Food supplies were meager and those held prisoner took care to preserve every little scrap of foo that came their way.  

When the Festival of Hanukkah arrived………

· Which includes the lighting of the candles on the Menorah……..

· Hugo’s father took a lump of margarine and to the horror of young Hugo, used it as fuel for the light to be lit for the festival.

When Hugo asked his father why he did this…….

· Hugo’s father replied, “We know that it is possible to live for 3 weeks without food……

· But without hope it is impossible to live properly for 3 minutes.

Throughout our history of wars……..a frequent cause of death for prisoners can be summarized in one word, hopelessness.

· Doctors call it give-up-itis.

· Prisoners facing grim conditions with no apparent prospect of freedom become demoralized and mired in despair.

After a while they turn apathetic.

· They refuse food or drink.

· And they just sit there staring into space.

· And drained of hope, the prisoners gradually waste away, and die.

· The human spirit needs hope to survive and thrive.

Take away hope is like pronouncing a death sentence on someone.

· We all need hope.

In our Epistle reading for today, Paul talks to us about hope.

· The last few weeks we have been using the Book of Philippians and Paul’s letter to the people at Phillipi as our basis for meditation.

Today we switch and look at the beginning of the Book of First Thessalonians.

· Paul’s first letter to the people in Thessalonica.

Some background regarding the situation at Thessalonica and this letter is important.

· At the writing of this letter, we are now about 20 years after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.

Paul has begun his second missionary journey and that is when he had the vision and was called to go to Macedonia.

· So, Paul went to Macedonia, which includes Thessalonica…….
· But all of Paul’s mission worked in Macedonia was marred by 1 thing…..fierce persecution.

So, in the midst of all this, Paul goes to Thessalonica.

· His preaching there brought great success…..

· But with that, after only about 3 weeks of being there…..

· The Jews became jealous and instigated a riot.

Paul then, after only about 3 weeks, actually had to leave Thessalonica, and go to Berea.

· But the trouble makers in Thessalonica were not done yet.

· They then followed Paul to Berea and forced him to leave there also.

This was the type and amount of persecution the people of Thessalonica were facing.

· New converts, with only 3 weeks of face time with Paul, facing great persecution and troublemakers.

· And in the midst of all this, about 1 year after their initial contact with Paul and their existence as disciples of Christ……
· Paul sends them this letter.

· And it begins by speaking of hope.

Paul’s letter to Thessalonica is to us also.

· Perhaps each of us also, no matter where you are at in your walk with Christ, are persecuted or troubled by many things…..

· And yet Paul is talking to us today also about hope.

We all, the people of all ages, need hope.

· In fact, our church name is……HOPE Lutheran Church.

· And our mission statement that we now have says…..

· Sharing HOPE in the joy of Christ.

But the hope that Paul is talking about and the hope we are talking about in our church name and mission statement  is not cultural hope…..but Christian hope.

· There is a big difference.

· There is a big difference in the Christian hope this church is named after and we talk about in our mission statement versus cultural, worldly hope.

· This difference is very important.

Without trying to sound like a dictionary…..cultural hope is merely an optimistic wish that something happens or is fulfilled.

· It is not a guaranteed hope because it is subject to changeable people and changeable circumstances.

· I hope it doesn’t rain today.

· I hope I win the lottery.

· I hope I get a good report at the doctor.

· I hope I can get that done today.

· That kind of hope is subject to changeable people and circumstances.

Christian hope, that Paul is talking about here, and we are talking about in the church, is much different than that.

· Christian hope is looking to the future with confidence, awareness, and peace……

· Because our Christian hope is in God in Christ Jesus.

· And He is faithful.  He is steadfast.

· He does what He says and He completes what He has begun.

· We can count on Him.

Christian hope is not a fleeting feeling.

· Christian hope is not casual or laced with wondering.

Christian hope is firmly placing our trust in what God says.

· Christian hope is celebrated, even in the midst of tribulation.

· Christian hope is not an, “Oh, I hope so”……..but rather, “I hope because He said so.”

· Christian hope isn’t because things happen to be hunky-dory.  

Our God transforms hope into reality.

· Christian hope isn’t a gamble.

· Christian hope is as certain and foundational as the fact that He gives us life.

· Christian hope believes that even death cannot hold us from God’s eternal plan and it calls us through everything that the world puts forth to dash our hopes.

· The Christian hope we have, is the hope referred to about 100 times each in the Old and New Testament…….

As we think about all this and how it all ties together…….

· I thank the Holy Spirit for leading us and I commend both those who have gone before us and our mission statement committee members, and each of you, the people of Hope, for adopting both our church name and mission statement.
· It is an important testimony and says so much to each of us whether inside or outside the church.

But all that said, how does all that hope become a reality?

· How does it go from an academic exercise to being in our hearts?

· How do we live in this hope in the broken world we face?
· As for us, just like the people of Thessalonica in our Epistle reading today, we face many challenges.

Well, in our Epistle reading for today, Paul also gives us an outline of 3 things regarding this hope, to help us accomplish that.

· In the time that remains, we will briefly look at each of these 3 facets of the hope we have.

The first one.  From verse 4 of our Epistle reading, God has chosen you.

· You have been chosen.  You are part of this hope that we have.

· Verse 4 reads, “For we know brothers, loved by God, that He has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.  

God chose you to be His very own.  You did not choose Him.

· In John 15:16 Jesus says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, and so that whatever you ask in My  name the Father will give you.

Think about the love and value and importance and intimacy that is associated with God choosing you.

· And it is not something you have to earn.

· You live in His love and protection, now, and one day in a far more glorious setting for all eternity.  
· And that ought to give you great hope.

· A hope that is placed in a gift that we simply cannot achieve on our own nor do we have to be concerned about earning on our own.

· The hope we have isn’t up to us to muster from within.  And that makes it even more certain.
The hope you have is a gift deposited with you by the Holy Spirit.

· The hope you have rests in the certainty of the love and protection and salvation that God chose you and you are His own.

· We know we have hope because God has chosen us and we know Jesus.

The second facet of this hope that Paul talks about is the object of the hope itself we have.

· For this, hear the words of verse 10 of our Epistle reading.

· “And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

The object of our hope is waiting for Jesus’ second coming from heaven to make all things new.

· Jesus will come again because He has said He would and He is faithful to His word.

Jesus will finish what He has started.

· The Greek word for hope actually means to wait for salvation with joy and full confidence.

· The forgiveness and redemption that we hope in has already been proven and recorded in the Bible.

· The hope of Jesus’ return and eternal life is as sure as the prophecies already realized and promises kept.

So all this said, the third and final facet of the hope we have that Paul talks about today is to actually answer the question, “How do we hope?”

· For this we turn to verse 6 of our Epistle reading.

· “And you became imitators of us and of the Lord for you received the word in much affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit.”

We live in hope by being imitators of Jesus Christ and Paul.

· Who of us hasn’t seen a little child act out something his or her parents routinely do.
· For example, a little child pushing the toy lawnmower while the parent is actually mowing the grass.

Ephesians 5:1 and 2 tells us…….

· “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

Look at the life of Jesus…….

· Humbleness. Servanthood.

· Kindness. Love. Forgiving.
· Immitators of Jesus.
That, dear Christian friends, is how we are to wait in hope,

· Remember who you are.

Hope Lutheran Church.  “Sharing Hope in the Joy of Christ.”

· We, with the apostle Paul speak and live in Christian hope.

· A hope that is sure and certain that Jesus will finish what He has started.

· Amen.

(Please stand) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 206 in your hymnal.

