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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
As alluded to in our opening announcements, and as made obvious in the Scripture readings just read, and in our sermon hymn just sang, today is observed as Reformation Day.

· Grace alone, faith alone, and Scripture alone.

· That is, by the work of the Holy Spirit, a return to the church of salvation through Christ, not the works of man or anything we can do.

The Reformation may be described as cleaning out the human factors that had been intruded into the church and her message.

· Some have called the Reformation, the recovery of the Gospel.

A return to Christ alone as the head of the church and away from any notion of…….

· Man earning salvation through good works……

· Or forgiveness of sins in any way other than through Christ and the cross and His resurrection from the dead.

· 506 years ago this coming Tuesday, the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther, preacher and professor in Wittenberg, Saxony, Germany, nailed the 95 theses on the door of the castle church.

All great works of God begin insignificantly and simply in the eyes of men and so it was also for Luther.

· Without Luther suspecting it, those hammer blows with which he nailed the 95 theses on the church door were according to the counsel of God.
· They were like a bell that set off a ringing of a continuous series of bells which announced the beginnings of a new, better time for the kingdom of God on earth.

Hear the ways Reverend Doctor CFW Walther, the first president of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod described this in his reformation day sermon after their movement from Germany to the United States.……..  He said…….
· With those hammer blows, the rubbish under which the Church had lain buried for almost 1,000 years, was suddenly being carted away.

· With those hammer blows, the dense clouds that for centuries hid the Gospel of Christ from view suddenly began to scatter.

· Radiant as the sun, the Gospel rose again over surprised and happy Christendom.

· With all those hammer blows, all the prophets suddenly began to rise from their graves in their writings.

· The choked up springs of the full Gospel began to flow again.

· The long closed doors to the cupboard of divine grace began to open to the pure and unadulterated Sacraments.

Walther still wasn’t done.  He was on a roll.  Rightfully so.

· Oh blessed day!  Since the first Pentecost no more blessed day has dawned on Christendom.

· Since the days of the apostles, no more wonderful time of gracious visitation has come.

· Great were the blessings which the Church of the Old Covenant celebrated in the deliverance from the bondage of Egypt.

· Even greater are the benefits with the Church of the New Covenant celebrated today, the blessings of a true reformation.

· The reformation is a big deal.

And to all that I add……

· With the hammer blows on the door of the Castle Church, brought back to the forefront were the hammer blows of some 1,500 years before that on Mount Calvary…….

· When an innocent man, true God and true man, gave to us…….

· The comfort, the peace, the forgiveness of sins and salvation that is only found in Jesus Christ.

· Praise and honor and glory be to God for that.

All that said……the preacher’s challenge today, is how to bring the history, the theology, and all that from 1517 to today and into the lives of the people of 2023 in Granite City, Illinois and beyond.

· The reformation has just as much meaning, importance, and reality for us today as it did back then.

· It is much more than an academic or historical exercise.

· It is as real for us today as it was for our forefathers and for Luther back in 1517.

With prayerful consideration of all that, I have decided to use as a basis for our message today, our assigned Psalm that we chanted a portion of a few minutes ago.

· Psalm 46, in particular verse 7.

After all, the great reformation hymn we sang a few minutes ago, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, is based on Psalm 46.

· In particular, I do draw your attention to verse 7.

· “The Lord of hosts is with us.  The God of Jacob is our fortress.”

· It was the very last verse we chanted in our Psalm a few minutes ago.

It’s interesting, in the same breath, the same verse, the Psalmist groups the Lord of hosts with the God of Jacob.

· The Psalmist uses 2 titles here for God.

· And in some ways they are at the 2 extremes, but in some ways they are very close together.

And in those 2 titles I think the reformation and what it means all comes together for us.

· It did in Old Testament times, and in particularly here, with Jacob.

· It did for Luther.

· And it does for us today.

I invite you to please go with me on this little journey this morning.

· The Lord of hosts is with us.

· The God of Jacob is our Fortress.

First the Lord of hosts.

· What does that phrase mean?

· We hear it a lot.

Jesus is all powerful, ruler, in control over, commander over all of God’s array of angels.

· All those heavenly beings around the throne of God.

· They are mighty, and powerful, and many, and…..

· Their will coincides constantly and perfectly with the will of God.

· They serve God and help us day and night.

And Jesus is the Lord of hosts.

· He is commander, ruler over all these forces.

And as we think about this…….

· On the one hand His power is frightening.

· If these powers are against us, we’re in trouble.  

· On the other hand, His power is comforting.

· A Mighty Fortress is our God, a trusted shield and weapon.

Which brings us to the second title in verse 7.

· The God of Jacob is our fortress.

· Note the author here did not say the God of Abraham.

· Or the God of Adam.

· Or the God of Adam, Abraham, and Jacob.

· No, just the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Jacob did not always have it all together.  He was not always the most upright person.

· He deceived to get his birthright.

· He fled the land.

· The trickster got tricked.  Multiple wives.

· He wrestled with God and was wounded.

Can you relate to any of this?  

· Ever try to escape from God?

· Maybe it is with the bottle, the internet, sports, or the TV.

· Maybe recreational activities.  

· Nothing wrong with some of these, mind, you, until they are attempts to displace God.

Maybe your escape mechanism is to ignore Him.

· Turn my head and don’t bring God into it.

· I can do it on my own.

· If I look the other way, I will be alright.  

And certainly, all of these grievances of yours and mine can be summarized in “wrestling with God.”

· Certainly Jacob did.

· You know the account.

· All night long he wrestled with God and would not let go.

· In the end, God wounded Jacob and gave him his peace.
Luther certainly wrestled with God.

· He one time spent 8 hours confessing his sins in the confessional booth of the catholic church and was then finally told he had to move on.  

· He entered the monastery.

· He was a monk’s monk in things he did to attempt to pay for sins and earn forgiveness. 

Amidst all this unrest he still faced with all this, they sent him to Rome.

· His time there only made matters worse.

· While in Rome he visited every relic he could think of and availed himself of every ounce of grace, each moment of homage to such as objects offered him.

· As did all the other pilgrims to Rome, he ascended the steps that Jesus supposedly took during the interrogation and trail under Pontus Pilate.

· And even with this in a wave of doubt, when he got to the top, he stood up and said aloud, “Who knows if it is true.”

Luther could not push God off.

· In response to his troubles, Luther cried out, “God is not far but near.”

· Luther could not get God caged.

· God was getting at Luther, all along the line.

Luther could not restrict God to just the nice things.

· God’s hand was in everything and that hand was heavy.

· Luther spoke of God grinding us between the upper and nether millstone.

· Even for Luther, a rustling leaf became the wrath of God.

What about for us?

· Certainly we wrestle with God.

What is doing the grinding and rustling for you?

· Maybe it is the screech of sirens.

· Maybe it is hunger.

· Maybe it is horrific accidents on our roads.

· Maybe it is the innocent victims of random shootings.

· Maybe it is the conflict and disappointments between your family members and with friends.

· Maybe it is the wars our world has ongoing.

Jacob didn’t have it all together.  Luther didn’t have it all together.  And truth be told, certainly you and I don’t have it all together either.

· But then for Luther there what is called the tower experience.

Bibles of course were not readily available back then or even encouraged to be read.

· And Luther went to the library, or tower, where he had access to God’s Word.
· And he read Romans 1:16-17.

· “For I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes:  first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed,,,,,a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written, ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”
And there it was and is.

· The Lord of hosts and the God of Jacob coming together.

· It is not in what we have done but Christ has done.

Jacob didn’t have it all together, Luther didn’t have it all together, and you and I don’t have it all together.

· But we don’t have to.

· And when we don’t have it all together, we need a fortress.

· Our God is an almighty and all powerful God that comes to us.

Our God has been through this before.

· And He comes to us.  The Lord of hosts comes to us and He forgives us our sins.

· He brings us the comfort and peace and way ahead no where else to be found….and He is our salvation.

Look at the banner behind me today.  I take the words in a little bit different order for presentation’s sake.
· You are justified by grace through faith.

· You are justified. Made clean.  Declared innocent.

· By grace. 

· Not by anything you have done but by the love of God.

· Through faith.  The gifts are all brought to you by faith, by trusting in Jesus Christ as your Lord.

That is the message of the Reformation.

· That is why it is so important that we hear it and are encouraged by it.

I close this message with verse 4, the final verse we sang a little bit ago of Lutheran Service Book hymn number, 657, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,”

· God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes who fear it.

· For God Himself fights by our side.  With weapons of the Spirit.

· Were they to take our house.  Goods, honor, child, or spouse.

· Though life be wrenched away.  They cannot win the day.

· The kingdom’s ours forever!

· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
