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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
As we begin this message, I would ask you to use your imagination and go with me on a make-believe trip.

· A make-believe journey that I will use as a metaphor for something very real.

Let’s pretend for a moment that we are all on a journey……walking a path together.

· As we begin, each of us is given a step counter.

· And we each make our way step by step on this journey.

But the tricky part is that while we all are together now……we did not all start at the same time.

· Some have walked a long way and are tired.

· Some are injured and walking/limping as best they can.

· Some are very fresh and are not having any problems with their steps.

But there is one other part about this journey that makes it even more tricky and more uncertain.

· The amount of steps to be taken until the journey is over is different for each person.

· No one knows how many steps until they finish the journey.  No one knows how many steps they have left….no matter how many steps they have taken so far.

· And at that moment, at their unknown but designated last step…..they will be taken to a place of rest.

Which then leaves us with a series of questions.

· How good is the resting place for those loved ones taken from the journey?
· And how will it be for those left without their loved ones to continue with them on the journey.

· And, what will that resting place be like for those who now continue their journey but will one day take their last step and join them?
Today is All Saints Day.

· And I trust you can relate my fictitious scenario to the real life journey each of us is on.

· We each are on life’s journey.

We have the same questions……

· What is it now like for those who have gone before us?

· What will the next steps of our journey be like without them?

· And what will it be like when we do join them?

Today Jesus answers these questions for us in our Gospel reading.

· It is the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and it is called the beatitudes or blessings.

All Saints Day is about blessings.

· They do go very well together.

· In fact, look at the cover of our bulletin.  It says blessed are you.

· Look at the banners on the wall behind me.  They are all about blessings.

Often we think of All Saints Day as for those who have gone before us.

· In particular, those whose journey has ended in the last year.

And that is all very true but each of us here today are saints as well.

· A saint is a believer who has been cleansed by the blood of Christ and serves God by holy living.

And Jesus is bestowing these blessings on all saints.

· We who remain on this journey receiving these blessings in part.

· And those that have gone before us and we one day when we join them in full.

· I’ve entitled this message, “Blessings For All Ages.”

So if we are going to talk about blessings, I think an important first step to take is to define blessings and what we are talking about.

· The word blessed or blessing is used well over 300 times in the Bible.

· So I thought a good place to go to define this is back to the original Greek language of the New Testament.

· As defined in the original Greek, to be blessed is to receive God’s provisions or favor as an extension of His grace.

· It is experiencing divine kindness, mercy, or goodness.

So I invite you to join me now, in looking at what Jesus is telling ALL the saints about His blessings.
 To begin this look, it is important to first understand the setting for this and what is all taking place when Jesus gives us these beatitudes

· Jesus is very early in His earthly ministry.

God had set apart a place for the people to go.

· The temple in Jerusalem.

· The place of the sacrifices.

· And God had promised to be there for all people.

· The Jews but there also was a court for the Gentiles.

God the Father had sent His Son into the world……

· But here we see that Jesus does not go into the temple to give us the beatitudes or blessings.

· He goes out into the world where the people are.

· He goes out to be among the people.  He joins us on our journey.
He gathers the people all together on a mountain where He will give us these blessings.  

· And then at the end of His ministry He will go to another mount, Mount Calvary, where He will fulfill these blessings being given.

These people that He is out and amongst……..

· They are of all walks of life and ages.

· They are of all different circumstances and situations.

· They are at various points in their lives.

These people following Jesus have not had much instruction, much education.

· But they are following…..not sure where He is going.

They are together out there in the world where He has gathered them.

· Not all that much different than us here today.

· And He pronounces God’s blessings upon them.

· And these blessings are significant, holy acts.
· Far more than a, “We’re glad you’re here.”

· They are true blessings.  God’s gracious favor upon them whom He has selected.

And these blessings are for a variety of life situations.

· These blessings are for all the times of their lives.  All the times of our lives.
Look at the situations He addresses.  We read them earlier in our Gospel reading.

· Blessed are the poor in spirit.  Not everybody is acknowledging themselves to be at the same poverty level.

· Blessed are those who mourn.  Not everybody is mourning at the same level, or even at all.

· Blessed are the peacemakers.  Not everybody is a peacemaker.

· Blessed are those who are persecuted.  Not everybody is being persecuted.

· But for each life situation Jesus has a blessing.

It is a phenomenal picture.

· Who does this?

· God does this.

· And some of these blessings are in the present tense and some are in the future tense.

How can God gather people from all sorts of situations and bring blessings into their lives?

· Because of who Jesus is.

· He is the one who is going to make things right in the Kingdom of God…..and make them right for all people.

So Jesus is able outside of the temple and all the sacrifices……

· He is able to start here, gather all of these people and make these promises to them…..

· And then He will make His way to the temple and becomes the sacrifice for all people for all the ages.

And what are these promises and blessings that we now have in part and one day will join our loved ones who have gone before us in the faith and have in full.

· Final comfort.

· Final inheritance.

· Final fullness of righteousness.

· Final mercy.

· A perfect vision of God.

· A blessed reception of full identity in that restored creation for all eternity.

· That is what our loved ones that have gone before us in the faith now have and we have to look forward to.

Hear how this is described in our first reading for today from the Book of Revelation.

· He who sits on the throne will shelter them with His presence.

· They shall hunger no more; neither thirst anymore.

· The sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.

· For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd.

· And He will guide them in springs of living water.

· And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

Today we use the beatitudes of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount to help us understand and describe what we now have in part and what those who have gone before us in the faith now have in full.

· And what we also will have and can enjoy in full when we one day join them.

· We are given help for the journey we are on now and hope for what lies ahead at the end.

· To this we say, “Come quickly, Lord.”

These blessings give us the big picture of …….

· What God brings into our lives today and in the future.

And it is with that memory, that reality in mind, that we name those who God has taken to be with Him in the last year.

· We remember the saints in our lives who have died and now are in the nearer presence of God.

· We remember what Jesus has done for them and through them.

Look over by the baptismal font and the flowers this morning surrounding it.

· Each flower represents one soul, one loved one that God has called home in the last year.  In a few moments we will acknowledge 6 members of Hope that God has called home in the past year.

· But at the same time I invite you to remember and reflect on all those who have gone before us in the faith.  On a bigger scale those 6 represent all the souls that have gone before us in Christ.

· They are appropriately so, by the baptismal font as there they were made children of God and adopted into His family.  That is where their and your and my Christian journey began.

· And we are blessed to be able to follow and learn from those who have gone before us in the faith.

· We continue with the same journey they were on but now have finished.

There is a church in Michigan that has the practice they do associated with All Saints Day.

· I’m sure it is a lot of work but I think it gives a very good visual for all this.

· Using construction paper they make grape vines that start at the altar and go all around throughout the sanctuary.

· And attached to these vines are leaves with names of church members from the past and present.

· The leaves of those who are current members are in green.

· The leaves of those members that have gone before them in white.

Dear Christian friends…….

· Today is a day to remember those who have gone before us.

· Those who are not with us now but they are with Christ.

· And we look forward to the day that we will join them and be together with them and Christ in a time without end in the new creation.

· We are on the same journey they have been on.  We will follow them and one day join them.  And oh how great that will be.

· Amen.

(Please stand) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 206 in your hymnal.

