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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen
Today is the third to the last Sunday of the church year.
· We are coming to the end of that long season of Pentecost.

· It has been said that the last few weeks of the church year get to be a little bit “judgey.”

· That is, they are dedicated to end times, Judgment Day, and Christ’s second coming.

· This theme for these last few weeks of the church year can be said to have intoduced last Sunday with All Saints Day.

Look at our Epistle reading for today from the Book of First Thessalonians.

· Paul describes to us in some detail, but in simple terms, what will take place at Christ’s second coming.

· Paul tells us that the Lord will descend with the voice of the archangel and the sound of the trumpet of God.

· Then the dead in Christ will rise first.

· Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

· And so we will always be with the Lord.

And then Paul tells us……..

· Therefore, encourage one another with these words.

And he says this for good reason.  That waiting for Christ’s second coming isn’t easy, is it?

· So much time goes on and day after day that it becomes common place or forgotten.

· We’ve gone so long already that we lose our edge or expectation.

· And we let our guard and our readiness down.

We, most of the time, don’t think in those terms or heed the warnings we are given.

· The story goes something like this.

· There were 2 fellows standing by the road holding signs 

· The sign the one man held up read, “The end is near” and the sign the other man held up said, “Turn before its too late.”

A convertible came speeding past and the jaunty driver laughed and yelled at the 2 men…….

· “You fruitcakes.”  “You religious fanatics.”

As he went around the bend in the road, they heard a terrible, sickening crash.

· One man turned to the other and said……

· “Do you suppose we should change our sings to read, “Turn around” and “Bridge washed out?”

Waiting doesn’t come naturally to 21st century Christians living in an instant gratification culture.

· We want what we want, and we want it now!

· Read a book?  Takes too long.  Stream me the movie.

· Make dinner?  Fast food is faster.

But sometimes if we do wait…..or even have to wait…..there’s a risk.

· I’ll start volunteering for things once I find the time and get my life in order.

· I’ll wait to have that procedure the doctor says I should have until I save up more money and I have better insurance.

· If the waiting goes on for too long, it’s possible we can forget altogether that for which we ought to hope.

· Or even expect to happen.

Ever since our Lord ascended back to heaven, the Church has been waiting for His return.  
· In the first years, there was eager expectation.

· Then it began to seem that the waiting was too long.

· Did we misunderstand?

· Is Jesus not going to keep His promise?

· Is Jesus really ever coming back?

Since waiting isn’t easy for us, and because there is the risk we can forget or lose hope or lose focus,. Jesus gives us help and encouragement today to be ready for His second coming.

· And He does that in our Gospel reading, the Parable of the Ten Virgins, which does for the basis for our meditation here this morning.

· I’ve entitled this message today, “Be Ready, He Is Really Coming!”

At a very top level, I think we are all familiar with the Parable of the Ten Virgins.

· Ten bridesmaids wait for the bridegroom.

· Five were foolish and took no extra oil with them.

· Five were wise and took a supply of oil.

The bridegroom was delayed in coming and all 10 virgin bridesmaids fell asleep.

· But then at midnight there was a cry, “Here is the bridegroom.  Come to meet him.”

· Then all ten virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.

· But the foolish virgins had no oil left.

· They asked the wise to give them some of their oil.

· But the wise responded, “There is not enough for you and me, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.

And while they were gone, the bridegroom came.

· And those who were ready, went in with the bridegroom to the marriage feast.

· And the door was shut.

· Then afterward the other virgins returned.

They cried, “Lord, Lord, open to us.”

· But the bridegroom answered, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.”

And Jesus then ended the parable by saying………

· “Watch, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

It perhaps provides more clarity to the parable if we first describe Middle Eastern wedding customs in Biblical times.

· It seems that the whole community was part of the celebrating and supporting of the young couple.

· We tend today to think of young people as independent when they get married.

· The ancient world did not.

· They saw this as an accession when 2 young people needed to be surrounded by their family and friends.

The virgins or bridesmaids had a very specific job to do.

· The wedding would take place at the home of the bride.

· The bridesmaids were to wait and as the bridegroom approaches them, to then accompany him to the feast with torches or lamps—in procession.
· We don’t think much of this, but they did.

· In fact, the bridesmaids were likely there as a moral support and perhaps a protection for the young woman getting married.

· Their presence was a reminder to the man that this woman whom he married was embedded in a community which cared about her and him.
Quite different from today for us.  We have the ritual of a rehearsal and dinner the night before.

· And the day of the wedding, the bridegroom many times does not see the bride before the actual wedding.

And regarding the delay of the bridegroom, remember a dowry was involved in the ancient world for the man to marry the woman.  He had to make a fair payment for her.
· If he was too eager to get married, well the dowry could be higher.

· But if he delayed in coming, well, perhaps that meant a lower dowry was involved.

Pastor Brandt tells of one of his friends seeing a man in downtown Salt Lake City, Utah, dressed in  beautiful, embroidered clothes which marked him as someone from India, Pakistan, or perhaps Iran.

· The man was walking toward a hotel, but he was making tiny little steps, perhaps only an inch at a time.

· Pastor Brandt’s friend was puzzled and mustered up the courage to ask what was going on and the man was happy to talk.

He was on his way to his wedding, he explained.

· That is why he had the beautiful clothes on.

· He had to show that this was important to himself.

· But because there was a dowry involved, he could not appear too eager, so he took very small steps.
· He was happy to talk to anyone.  It would be at least 2 hours before he would transverse the distance between the limousine and the banqueting hall in the hotel where he would feast with the bride’s family.

· Telling folks about it was a way to pass the time and perhaps reduce the dowry he would pay.

Now bringing this all together, do you see how this can relate to end times and being ready for Christ’s return?

· The bridegroom is Jesus.

· The groom’s delay in the parable signals that there will be an undetermined interval of time between Christ’s ascension back into heaven and His return in glory.
That glorious return will happen suddenly.

· You cannot get ready.  You just need to be ready.

· Entrance into the wedding feast with the bridegroom refers to entering the fullness of that blessed reunion with Christ for all eternity.

· Exclusion from the feast represents eternal rejection and damnation.

The 10 virgins represent the community of those who claim Christ as Lord, the church.

· The fact that only 5 of the 10 are ready, is a warning to us that not all will be found to be true followers when the Master returns.

· The life of a disciple is characterized by joy and security as well as by challenge and spiritual danger.

· Jesus here is warning us to remain vigilant against the possibility of falling away and not being ready or able to honor Him when He comes.

And regarding the 5 with oil not giving some of their oil to the other 5…….

· Each person must stand before the Judgment Seat on their own.

· You can’t ride on the shirt tales, so to speak, of someone else.
There is one other question that remains and has been often debated.

· What does the oil represent?  Five had the necessary oil and 5 did not.

Standing in line with the parable, Dr. Gibbs from Concordia Seminary, a recognized expert on the Book of Matthew, thinks that a general interpretation for the oil is appropriate.
· I agree with him.  When he explains it, it makes sense.

· That is, the oil represents whatever it takes for you to be ready to honor the Bridegroom when He comes again in glory.

· This means that, depending on a person’s situation and spiritual need, the oil may stand for various things.

Whatever it takes for you to be ready when Christ returns.

· Repentance is obviously needed if one is to be ready to welcome Christ Jesus when He returns.

· And so is true and humble faith.

· Perseverance and courage will be the needed gift at times.

· And many will be the times when humility will keep us watching.

· Willingness to suffer for the name of Christ and to deny oneself are key.

Some would say there is blame necessary to the Bridegroom for delaying.
· But rather we trust His timetable.

· And we are able to wait for His mercy by His mercy.  Our waiting is an act of faith.

Dear fellow Christians in Christ……..

· Our encouragement this morning is to be ready.  He will come again!
It’s interesting.

· Jesus told this parable on Tuesday morning of Passion Week.

· Only 3 days before His death on the cross.

I mentioned today is the third to the last Sunday of the church year.

· In 3 short weeks it will be the church new year and we will begin the season of Advent.

· Advent is derived from the Latin word adventus which means “coming.”

· In our English vocabulary it is the arrival of a notable person or event.

In the season of Advent we use this time for the preparing for Christ’s first coming at Christmas.

· But it is also a time to look forward to His second coming on Judgment Day.

Let’s together, use these next few weeks and the season of Advent to prepare ourselves, to rededicate ourselves, to being ready for Christ’s second coming.

· I close this message with more encouragement from our Lord.

· Matthew 24:40-42.  It is the writings of Matthew right ahead of this parable we have looked at today.

Regarding Judgment Day Jesus said……

· Then 2 men will be in the field.  One will be taken and one left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill.  One will be taken and 1 left.  Therefore, stay awake for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
· Don’t miss the wedding feast that awaits you when the bridegroom returns.

· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
