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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
In my introduction to this church service, I reminded us that these last few weeks of the church year, that we are now in, are dedicated to end times and Judgment Day.

· Today is the second to the last Sunday of the church year and it continues to follow this theme.

Last week Jesus taught us with the Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids.

· We said Jesus’ central message was to be ready.  He really will return.

· With that, we focused in on our need to look in on ourselves and to be ready.

Today, while we continue to look in on end times, our focus changes a little bit and we look at what is this Jesus like that will be returning.

· We have a unique opportunity today to see how Jesus presents Himself to us as He has us wait.

· And with that we are given another important, very unique opportunity this morning to reflect on how you, how each of us, see Jesus.

Have you thought often about this?

· No matter what Jesus has told us about Himself, based on your knowledge and experiences….

· How do you see Jesus?
· A.W. Tozer, former pastor and theologian who seems to be spot on and insightful most all of the time, that has now been called to his eternal rest once said…..

· What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.

And this all comes together.

· Based on Jesus’ time here on earth, and based on His Word, Jesus has told us who He is.

· But then, how do we see Jesus?

· And based on our answer to that question, greatly impacts our actions and how we respond to Him.

For example……

· If you do not believe there is a God…..well, then you’re an atheist.

· If you do not believe that Jesus is God, then you live in the want of waiting for this Jesus to come to be your Savior. 
· If you believe Jesus to be a very harsh God, you will live in fear and intimidation of Him.

· If you believe Jesus to demand certain actions from you and be a scorekeeper, well then you believe you have to earn your salvation.

· And if you believe your God to be gracious, kind, giving, forgiving, empowering, rejoicing and merciful……well, then you live in the peace and joy and comfort and strength and the certainty that He provides to you.  And I hope you have this day.
We respond as to how we see God.

· And this is so important as we live our life out here on earth, and we wait for Jesus’ second coming.

Jesus does help us with all this, this morning in the parable He tells us in our Gospel reading, the parable of the talents.

· Similar to the parable Jesus told us last week, He again told this parable on Tuesday of Holy Week.  Only 3 days before His crucifixion.

· And He was again preparing us for this time between His first and second coming and how we are to live and serve Him during this time of waiting.  
· Critical and important teaching from Him just prior to His crucifixion.

· Critical and important instruction for us as we continue to wait for His return.

On the surface, the parable is dramatic yet quite simple.
· And perhaps with its simplicity and our tendency to focus in on ourselves, a first, quick, misunderstanding look at this parable might leave us with a wrong understanding of Jesus…..

· And thinking that we must earn salvation and “I hope I’ve done enough”

· How we see Jesus does impact how we live and respond and our service to our King.

The parable is about 3 different servants who are entrusted with the Master’s riches.

· It is important to clarify, they were not given the master’s riches, they were just entrusted to them.

· The master departs.  He will be gone for an unspecified period of time.
And each of the 3 servants are given different amounts to care for but each is significant.

· One talent is worth 20 years of wages.

· One servant is given 5 talents or 100 years’ worth of wages.  

· Another servant is given 2 talents or 40 years’ worth of wages.

· And even the servant given 1 talent is entrusted with 20 years’ worth of wages.

The servants with the 5 and 2 talents act similarly.

· They both go out at once and trade and double what they had been entrusted with.

But the servant with the 1 talent did differently.

· He went out and dug in the ground and hid the master’s money.

After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled the accounts with them.

· The 2 servants that had doubled what had been entrusted to them came forward with the same address to their master.

· And the master rewarded them with the same words.,….
· “Well done good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much.”  And then those very beautiful words, “Enter into the joy of your master.”

But the exchange with the servant with the one talent who had buried it was much different.

· The third servant called the master, Lord, but he claims to know that his master’s character is harsh, and unfair.
· He gave excuses.  He talked of the master being a hard man.

· And the master responded with words we do not ever want to hear……
· “You wicked and slothful servant.  You ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.”


And then the master took action.

· He no longer treated the wicked and slothful servant as his own.  He no longer treated the servant as his master’s possession.

· He said, “Take the talent from him and give it to the one who had ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance.  But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”

· “And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

In every parable, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.  In this parable, the master, of course is Jesus.

· It is not about good works and earning salvation.

· It is about Jesus.

· He tells us who He is.

· He gives us opportunity to reflect on who He is.

· And He illustrates to us that what we do with what we have been given reveals what we really think about God.

Let’s make it clear what is all represented in this parable.

· As just mentioned the master is Jesus.

· And He goes away for a long time.  That is the time between His first coming that we soon will again celebrate at Christmas and His second coming that we await.

· The servants are those who publicly claim the identity of being Jesus’ disciples.  That includes you and me.

· The talent or property entrusted to each servant by their master is their entire life.  Jesus’ disciples are to work with all that has been entrusted to them for the honor and advantage of their Master.

· Their purpose is to seek Christ and increase His possessions.

· The awarding of further responsibility in the joy of the master corresponds to salvation or eternal life in the restored creation.

· The taking of the third servant’s talent and casting him into darkness represents eternal condemnation and separation from Christ.

So, what is all taking place here?  How do we further explain this parable and what we are to take away from it?
· Let me go back to the order as I began this message.  What are we taught about this Jesus?

Contrary to the servant with the one talent who was very critical of Jesus, what we are taught about this Jesus who we are waiting for His return, is much different.
· He is not unreasonable.  “To each He gave according to his ability.”
· He shows wisdom and kindness in His allocation of the talents.

· He is truly trusting.  There is a long delay before His return.  But He is faithful and He does return.
We are given no indication that the master is cruel, greedy or should be feared.

· He actually presents Himself as generous and trusting.

· Nothing crushing was asked.  No excessive burden was imposed.  His actions line up with the words He has said to us, “My yoke is easy and my burden light.”

· His call to service is completely valid.

· And He actually desires to save us.

· And He finds joy in what He gives us and delights in what we return to Him.

So what went wrong?  There are 2 kinds of servants here.  What was it that distinguished them and caused their actions?
· What I do with what I’ve been given does reveal what I really think about God.

· The first two accepted both their identity and calling and acted accordingly.

Why was the third servant wicked and slothful?

· The third servant was crippled by his own understanding of who God is.  Somehow, he was completely ignorant of his Master’s true character.
· He distrusted and misjudged the master badly.  He was utterly unfaithful.

· He somehow had incorrectly concluded that God is not giving.  That He tries to take from places He does not sow.

· That He is a hard God.  A hard Master.

· And so, by his own admission he feared God.  

· He was terrified when God gave him a gift.

And he did not do less than the others with what he was given. He did nothing with what he was given.

· He buried the talent in the ground so as to protect himself.

· He doesn’t know the God who is good and trusts His people and gives them good gifts.

· He doesn’t know that God at all.

He didn’t discover the God who is gracious.  Who gives to you according to your ability.

· Who trusts that you are able to do good things with what He gives you.

· Who is looking forward to receiving back what you have done.  Who finds pleasure in receiving from you.

· And when you bring that to Him, He is going to give you more.

· He is going to bring you into His joy.

So the question we are given this morning is not, which of these servants are you, but what kind of a God do you perceive you have?

· Who is your God?

You have a God who is not a hard God or a God who delights in punishment.

· You have a God who is gracious, kind, giving, empowering, rejoicing.

· Your God is a God who can take a fisherman and make him a disciple.

· Your God is a God who can take a tax collector and give him the ability to write a Gospel.

· And if I may add a personal note to this, Your God is a God who can take a poor farm boy and lead him and develop him, that even 15 years ago had no intentions of ever being a pastor and now today stands before you, used by God to be your undershepherd and even proclaim this message.
This parable has much exhortation for us.  

· Do not forget who your Master is.

· And don’t forget who you are—the servant of a particular Master.

· As you wait for His return, serve Him.

· He has entrusted to you a life of relationships and resources.

· Use your life for Him and His will.

· When He returns He will treat you the same way that He treats all of His servants, who serve Him.  He will say to you, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

And again this morning, as we reflect on end times, we wait….and wait….and wait.

· Remember, Jesus told this parable just prior to His crucifixion.

· The danger is that as a long time transpires before the Master’s return….

· We can grow weary and the alterations that life brings us in a fallen world can begin to choke the Word……and, well, it can prove to be utterly unfruitful.
· Tragedy and pain and plain old temptation can lure us away from our identity and therefore also from our calling.

We do not know when the Master will return.

· We simply need to reckon with the fact that He will reckon with us and ask us…….

· “Have you lived as My servant?  Have you served Me?”

As I bring this message to a close, I can imagine a conversation like this on our Last Day.

· It speaks to our Lord but also to emphasize that the parable is neither answering a quantitative question, what more do I need to gain; or a comparative question, what does it mean to serve faithfully.

I can imagine this on our Judgement Day.

· One servant approaches the Master and says, “Lord, You entrusted these things to me, and I have gained this much…..But there was so much more that I could have done!”

· The Master replies, “Yes, I am well aware that there was more you could have done.  Well done good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your Master.”

· A second servant approaches the Master and says, “Lord, You entrusted this to me, and I have gained an additional amount….but I was timid too often.  I failed to take advantage of all of the opportunities presented to me.”  

· The Master replies, “Yes, I recall every detail of all the times when you were a coward.  Well done, good and faithful servant!  Enter into the joy of your Master!”

In the end, and at the End, it matters only that Christ is your Master who has purchased you and you have been His servant.

· He entrusted you with things that you were able to work with for His glory.

· If you keep your eyes on the Master, then you will remember to be His servant and to live that way.

· You will remember what kind of God it is that you have; and that He gives you forgiveness, life, and salvation.

· What a God we have that we call Master.

· Amen.
(Please stand) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 206 in your hymnal.

