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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
I begin this message with a verse from one of our beautiful hymns found in our Lutheran Service Book.

· The words of this verse are said by your pastor each service after the offering is collected and brought to the altar.

· The pastor receives the offering plates at the base of the steps from the ushers.

· Most services the offering hymn is still being sung by the congregation.

· But the pastor takes the offering plates and holds them high above his head facing the altar and pointing up to God.

And he says……

· We give thee but Thine own.

· What e’er the gift may be.

· All that we have is Thine alone.

· A trust oh Lord from Thee.

· A reminder and confession to God that everything we have, everything we have comes from the Lord.

· This will happen again tonight.

That’s not always easy to remember and confess and give thanks that everything comes from God.
· Oh yes, we usually we have good intentions but it is not always easy to do.

Your pastor recently went to the endocrinologist for his check-up.

· He got a good report.  He was elated and being a worrier (which he shouldn’t be), he was relieved.

· He came out and got in his car.  Started it to now make the trip back to Granite City.

But then it hit him.

· He turned the car off and gave thanks to God.

· And then started back towards Granite City.

· Giving thanks at the proper times and proper ways is not always easy to do.

Using another hymn, let me pile on to this a little bit.

· Verse one of the beautiful sermon hymn we just sung.

· For the fruits of His creation……thanks be to God.

· For His gifts to every nation……thanks be to God.

· For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we were sleeping

· Future needs in earth’s safe keeping……thanks be to God.

This hymn, these words, are a good reminder that everything we have, everything we are, everything we hope for comes from God.

· Make no mistake.  God does work through means.

· And along the way there are many, many people to thank.

· But ultimately it all comes from God.

But again, that’s not always easy to do.
· Sometimes we don’t forget to give thanks but our thanks just goes through the motions.

· Sometimes we don’t appreciate or just plain take for granted all that we have.

In 1860 there was a ship that went aground on the shore of Lake Michigan near Evanston, Illinois.

· Edward Spencer was a ministerial student in Evanston at the time.

· He went to the water again and again, in total rescuing 17 passengers.
In the process his health was permanently damaged.

· Some years later at his funeral it was noted that not 1 of the people he had rescued had ever thanked him.

A different story.  It was his birthday.

· Little Johnny was so excited to open his birthday present from mom and dad.

· It was just what he wanted.

· He was so excited and overwhelmed with joy.  The best day of his life…at least that was his words.
In the midst of his enthusiasm, he never stopped to say thank you.

· Other family members were there.  Grandma jumped in and said, Johnny don’t you have something to tell your parents.

· Johnny quickly jumped in and said, thank you…….and continued on with the new toy.

· Grandpa then, reinforcing the teaching moment, said, well you really need to mean it.

· Johnny did not appreciate, and even took for granted, all that went into getting that gift.

And truth be told, in reality, there were many involved in how this gift came to be in Johnny’s hands.
· Not something a little boy would think about, and far removed from the birthday party for a little boy, but many had a part in this to be sure.

· I don’t want to go crazy with this but I think it proper this night to stop and dig down a little deeper to illustrate and appreciate what I am talking about.

There was mom and dad who had the wherewithal to take the car, go to the store, and buy the gift.

· But without all the family members before them, there would not have been a mom or dad, or Johnny.
· And without the factory workers and metal and rubber tires, there would not have been a car to drive.

· And without the metal and electricity, and construction workers and land there would not have been the store.

· And the toy in the store, that had to be made including all the raw materials such as even crude oil and natural gas to make the plastic for the toy.

· Again, while I’ve gone into some detail, I’ve kept this very simple as to what it could be.  But I trust you get the point.

God works through means.

· In reality, there were many along the way that made Johnny’s birthday party the best day possible.

· But ultimately, it all came from God.

Well, if you don’t like this scenario of a birthday party and a little boy, let’s look at one more scenario and bring it, perhaps, closer to home.
· Most all of us will sit down to some sort of Thanksgiving dinner tomorrow.

· There is the turkey or whatever meat you will have.  That had to come from the farm.

· And the bread and dressing you had, that had to come from the grain field.

· And all that had to be grown, harvested, refined, brought to the grocery store to ultimately get on your table.

· And then cooked and baked and now it is ready to eat.

Will there be homes tomorrow that do not say thanks for all these things?

· I’m afraid the answer is yes.  If not by any other indicator, the number of empty seats there are here tonight to stop and give thanks to our Lord.

· Will some say a prayer but just go through the motions?  I’m afraid so.

· Will some not appreciate or take for granted what all went in to this?  I think you know the answer.

· And God works through means, so there are many to be thankful for.

· But ultimately all of this, all of it, comes from God.

Tonight our Gospel reading, always designated the same for the Thanksgiving Service, The Cleansing Of The Ten Lepers also helps us with all this.

· It is made clear to us in this account, the importance of recognizing all the blessings that we have.

· And, that these blessings all come from God…….

· And it is important that we go back to God to praise Him and give Him thanks.

· That we not just go through the motions.

· That we truly appreciate these gifts and not take them for granted.

· That is what we are here tonight to stop and do.

Jesus is at the point in His earthly ministry that in a few weeks He will go the way of the cross.

· He is on the outskirts of an unknown village and He meets a company of 10 lepers.

· Now mind you, leprosy was considered highly contagious and fatal during Biblical times.

· One with leprosy would be cast out of the city, have to stay away from people, and if someone without leprosy came along, they had to call out and warn them.

· You could say that one with leprosy had literally lost their life.

And Jesus approached them, they shouted, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”

· As we have often seen, Jesus immediately had compassion on them.

· And He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”

This was significant.

· If one was cleansed of leprosy, they had to show themselves to the priests both for examination that you were healed and for payment of the appropriate sacrifices for healing.

And all 10 went.

· No questions seemed to be asked.

· Perhaps they trusted.  Perhaps this was their one and only hope.

They went.

· And along the way all 10 were cleansed.

Each time I hear this account, I marvel at all this.

· How did it take place?

· Were they all healed immediately?

· Did they notice the healing on each other?

· How did they react?

· What would the conversation have been that took place among the 10?

And then 1 of them we are told, when he saw he was healed, turned and came back.

· Again, I wonder what the conversation would have been like.
· Did the 1 get rebuked by the others for turning back?

· Did the 1 try to talk any of the others into going back with him?

Were they so overjoyed at the healing that they forgot to give thanks?

· As this miracle came from Jesus, did they expect it and not appreciate what He had done or taken it for granted?
· Did they just continue on going through the motions?
· Did they acknowledge all that had just taken place and that all of this came from God?

We don’t know.

· But we do know that only 1 of the 10 who had earlier called out, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us returned to their Lord.

The other 9 continued on according to Mosaic Law.

· They were meeting the letter of the Law.

· But were they really giving thanks?
Or…….

· Were they going through the motions.

· Were they really not appreciating what had all just taken place?  
· In their excitement were they forgetting to truly give thanks?

· And were they not recognizing all that had taken place with this and that God was the source of it all?

They were going on to the priest, the synagogue for examination and sacrifices.

· They had a chance to go back and be face to face with the Messiah.

· The true source, in person, of all that they had, and who had literally given them back life.

· Not the representative of the Messiah.  But the actual Messiah.

· Not the sacrifice to be made but the actual One who is the sacrifice.

The one returned.

· Jesus asked where are the other 9?

· Why only 1 of the 10 returned to give praise and thanks to God.

And the one who returned was given the ultimate cleansing.

· Not a cleansing that required validation from a priest, but a cleansing that was validated beyond question at the empty tomb on Easter morning.

Literally with the cleansing of their leprosy, all 10 were given their life back.

· But Jesus gave to the one true life.
· He was told, “Rise, and go.  Your faith has made you well.”

Dear Christian friends,

· Here we are tonight.  It is good that we are here.

· For each of us there have been times that we have taken our blessings for granted, forgot to give thanks, didn’t appreciate what we were given, or perhaps even were going through the motions……..

· And in one way or another, not going back to the source for all that we have.

But tonight, as we stop and reflect, we have an opportunity to join the one.

· To go back and throw ourselves at the feet of Jesus and thank Him.

We have a chance to thanks all those that God has used to bless us in our lives and especially thank the one who is the source of all these blessings in our lives.

· And we will hear Him say to us, “Rise and go.  Your faith has made you well.”

· We have a good and gracious God at all times and in all ways who is the source of all that we have.

I opened this message with a verse from 2 of our hymns.

· I close this message with these verses again, but in reverse order.

· The second one from before will serve to close the message.

· The first one will again be expressed by your pastor as he presents your offerings at the altar. 
The words from the song we sang as our sermon hymn.

· For the fruits of His creation……thanks be to God.

· For His gifts to every nation……thanks be to God.

· For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we were sleeping

· Future needs in earth’s safe keeping……thanks be to God.

· Amen

(Please remain seated) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

At this time we will have our offertory hymn, number 895 as the offering is collected.
