2

Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen
As mentioned in the introduction to this service, today is the last Sunday of the Church year.
· Appropriately so, it is designated Christ the King Sunday.

Recall in these last few weeks of the church year the theme and focus has been on end times and Judgment Day.

· We began this with all saints day.

· And then we looked at being ready.  Jesus really will come.  We did this with the parable of the 10 bridesmaids.
· And last week we looked at what this Jesus is like that we are waiting for.  He is gracious, kind, giving, forgiving, empowering, rejoicing and merciful.  We did this with the parable of the talents.

And today, on this last Sunday of the Church year and Christ the King Sunday, we are exhorted to rejoice.

· And we will see this in our Psalm for today and supplemented by our Old Testament reading from the Book of Ezekiel.

Today Jesus gives us an invitation to rejoice.

· Hear the words of Psalm 95, the words of the Venite canticle, used in our order of service for Morning Prayer.

· Venite is Latin and means “come.”

We begin with verses 1 and 2.
· Oh come, let us sing to the Lord.

· Let us make a JOYFUL noise to the rock of our salvation!

· Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving.

· Let us make a JOYFUL noise to Him with songs of praise.

· Our King, on this last Sunday of the church year gives us an invitation to rejoice.

But perhaps you came here downtrodden today.  We all have the valleys we go through.

· Frankly, Pastor, I really don’t feel much like rejoicing today.  If not today, at other times.
· I don’t have much reason to rejoice.

In fact, I can give you 100 reasons not to rejoice.

· I got family issues going on.  Things are not where they should be in my family.

· I’ve got health issues.  Or the loved ones close to me have health issues.  
· Life just doesn’t seem to be going the way I expect it should or I want it to.

· And for the perhaps little more mature…..these golden years were named wrong.  They really aren’t golden.

· And Pastor, we have challenges right here in the church.  I don’t know if you noticed or not but there are a lot of people not here.  Even within my own family.

To exhort you to rejoice when there is no reason to rejoice is not a good thing.

· But on this Christ the King Sunday we are given A, no we are given THE reason to rejoice.

· Because of our King.  And in Psalm 95 and our Old Testament reading this all breaks down further into 4 reasons we have to rejoice in our King this day.

Hear now the words of Psalm 95, verses 4 and 5.

· In His hands are the depths of the earth.
· The heights of the mountains are His also.

· The seas is His and He made it.

· And His hands formed the dry land.

The first reason we are given to rejoice is that God made us.  God made YOU.

· Think about that.

· He created YOU.

· You are special.  You are somebody.  You have great value.

· You are what your Creator created.

And associated with that, as the One who created you, God has a special closeness, affection, caring associated with you.

· That’s how it is for the one who creates something.

· Parents of a child.

· Do you see the love and care and intimacy and protection they have for their child?

· How much more love and care and intimacy and protection our Creator has for His created.

Think about a time when you have seen someone who made something.

· Typically they have joy in it.

· It has a special place with them.

Feeling down and out?

· Remind yourself that God created you.

· Having trouble with a friend or family member……remember God created them too.

The second reason our Psalm gives us to rejoice is that Jesus is our Rock and Salvation.

· Looking back again to verse one the invitation is made……
· Let us make a joyful noise to the ROCK OF OUR SALVATION.

When we are down and out and not feeling like rejoicing…….

· Usually somewhere in the middle of all that is a lack of stability and strength.

Picture that magnificent, mighty rock.

· The stability, the strength of that rock.

· And you are invited to find protection in that rock.

We are told Jesus is our Rock.

· In the Bible a rock symbolizes stability, permanence, strength, dependability, and steadfastness.

· A rock stresses the unchanging nature of God and the faithfulness of God.

Particularly in Israel there is a small animal called the rock badger.
· It is mentioned at various places in the Bible.

· It is about 9 pounds and 20 inches long.

Instead of digging deep burrows to hide in, these furry little animals find protection by living in the ready-made spaces they seek out in the rock-covered hills.
· Psalm 104:18 says, “The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers.

· The rock badger have no natural defenses.  If they wander out into an open field, they are easy prey for their enemies.
· It doesn’t matter how courageous they are, it doesn’t matter how strong or fast they can run, the most courageous badgers can fall victim to the smallest wolf or lion.

· The rock not only serve as their homes, but they are also their only protection.

· Rejoice Jesus is your Rock.

And that rock for our protection is not only for this time here on earth, but for our salvation.
· Jesus has won the victory for us.

· The wilderness journey we are on, no matter the twists and bumps in the road, no matter how tough it is……

· We have something so, so much better to look forward to for all eternity.

· First Corinthians 15:22 tells us, “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”

The third reason we are given to rejoice is, in Psalm 95 we are invited to come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.

· You are given a personal invitation.

· Just as God has created you, He has given you a personal invitation, you are of great worth to come into His presence with thanksgiving.

An invitation, by nature, is a gift.

· Do you find it special and of great value when you are invited to something?

· You are being told, I want you here.

· Jesus is telling you , the world needs……and put your name in there.

· I need you, Thelma.  I need you Sandy 1,2,3, and 4.

· I need you Jerry.  In need you Pat.

· Put your own name in there.  Your are special and invited.

But with all that, that has been said so far, still sometimes it doesn’t work out all that well, does it.

· Maybe it is us and our brokenness in this sinful world.
· Maybe it is someone that just “fell through the cracks.”

· Perhaps it is a failure or a “dropping of the ball” by the church.  The church was not all it was supposed to be.

· Maybe it is a failure or a “dropping of the ball” by the pastor.  Something he has said or not said or done that has hurt, injured, or deserted them.

· Maybe it is a combination of all three.

How many times have you heard……

· I used to go to that church…..

· Here’s why I don’t go to that church anymore……

Well, I have more good news for you.

· Here is where our Old Testament reading from Ezekiel chapter 34 comes in and helps us.
· Here is where Jesus, our King again comes in and helps us.

To set the context for Ezekiel chapter 34, we need to first put it in the setting of what we are told earlier in the Book of Ezekiel.

· The people of Judah have been unfaithful.

· The leaders of the church have failed the people.

And now in chapter 34 Jesus comes in with beautiful tender loving care over and over again.
· Look at the words of our Old Testament reading for today.

· They are words like the 23rd Psalm.

Hear some of these words.

· “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 

· As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  
· And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country.  

· I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
· I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.  

· I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak.”
· You see, even when we fall short or have wandered off, our God reminds us He has created us, He is our Rock and Salvation, and He seeks us out and we have an invitation with Him.

Dear Christian friends.  Rejoice in your King.
· There is an organization called Quora.  Perhaps you have heard of them.

· They are a question and answer website.

· You can ask them questions on a wide range of topics.
· The questions are posted.

· Answers are given and voted on by the community.

· The collaborative best and most helpful information than rises to the top is then posted.

The question was asked, what are the 5 most important qualities necessary of a good king.

· The answer was determined to be the following.

· Wisdom.  Courage.  Compassion, Strength.  And humility.

· Our King is the exact definition of those 5 qualities and more.

Dear fellow redeemed.

· Today is the last Sunday of the church year.

· Anytime is good and proper to return to the Lord.

· But, as we end the year and next week start Advent and a new church year, we have a perfect opportunity to rededicate ourselves to the Lord.

· We have a perfect opportunity to invite others to return to the church.

· To return and enter the holiday season and see what a King they have.  What a King we have that is always there for each of us.

· Come together.  Rejoice in your King.  He invites us and He give us every reason to rejoice in Him.
· Our rejoicing flows from God’s works. I look forward to our working and being together in the new church year.

· Amen.
(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
