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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen
Today we begin a sermon theme for our 11:00 mid-week services that we will actually continue with throughout our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
· It is entitled, “The Clothing Of The King.”

· Our daily devotions also posted on Facebook follow this same theme.

As you hear that title perhaps it will draw you to think………..

· So what do we think of our King and what clothing do WE put on HIM?
· But that is not where we are going with this.

· We are looking at, what clothing does our king have and what clothing does He place on us.

The clothing that we wear tells us a lot about ourselves.

· Every morning you get up and you get dressed.

· You decide what clothing to wear for the day.

· Your choices are influenced by society, your values, your traits, your vocations, and even the weather.

· It speaks a lot about you.

And maybe it takes on even more significance in this Christmas and holiday season.

· So much of Christmas is about clothes.

· There’s the ugly sweater that you will just have to wear.

· The coordinating outfits in the colors of the season displayed on the Christmas cards you need to soon be sending out.  

· There is the matching pajamas moms have picked out for Christmas Eve.

We spend a good deal of time, especially this time of year, worrying about what we wear.

· And for good reason.  The clothing of Christmas tells a story, doesn’t it?

And so it follows that in the Bible, clothing is more than a insignificant detail.

· Even the clothing in the Bible tells a story.  It is easy to overlook.

· But as with many other parts and pieces of God’s Word, these elements are not accidental.

· Indeed these mention of clothes, coverings, robes, and coats are rife with meaning.

· In fact, clothing has significant implications for revealing God’s plan of redemption.

· As we’ll learn throughout this advent season, the clothes point us forward to the King Himself, Jesus Christ.

Consider this……

· Our Creator is the first tailor of clothing when, despite their rebellion, God covered Adam and Eve’s nakedness.
· Later He designed and instructed the Israelites on the priestly garments of the Tabernacle…..

· Which all were intricately thought-out with purpose and intent for the people to be in fellowship with their God.

· The Biblical authors use both metaphorical and actual descriptions of priestly and royal garments to point us to the true priest and King, Jesus.

· And its this King, first wrapped in the rages of swaddle, who then hangs naked on the cross in order to clothe us in the riches of His righteousness.

So, in this Advent/Christmas season, we will be looking at Clothing of the King.

· Today we will look at the clothing of Adam and Eve in a message entitled, “The Foretaste of Fashion.”

It starts early.

· In Genesis chapter 3, Adam and Eve are naked and afraid.

· We are mere moments into life in the Garden of Eden and they have thrown it all away.

· The first of billions to buy satan’s tired lie that we are better off out from under God’s love and leadership…..

· Our ancestors are being read the riot act by God.

Their sin would unleash a tidal wave of divine judgment upon humanity, the biggest of which was their expulsion from the Garden itself.

· Not only would life for mankind forever be frustrating and filled with death, but they would no longer enjoy the presence of God.

· They, and we, would be left alone with our sin, made to reel from its effects apart from God, and feeling far from Him whose love and care we need the nost,

Perhaps as you enter this holiday season you’re feeling the effects of Adam and Eve’s fall from grace.

· If so, you’re not alone.

· Despite the music that’s been playing since before Thanksgiving and all the parties and gatherings being planned, the primary emotion of many is grief.

· It could be that your grieving the absence of a spouse.

· Or it could be the financial pressures that you feel as we turn the corner into the most expensive time of the year.

· You wish you had the means to do more but for whatever reason, whether its bad decisions or low income, you just can’t.

For others the season brings a keen awareness of relational strain.

· There’s the sibling you’re not speaking to, the child who’s disappointed you, the sister-in-law that was hurt by you and who will definitely not be sending you a Christmas.

· Or perhaps what your grieving is a long list of regrets you carry, regret and guilt over good things you’ve left undone and terrible things in your past you can’t undo.

As we enter Advent, where and how are you feeling the effects of Genesis chapter 3 in your life?

· So there stands Adam and Eve, naked and flooded in shame.  
· Their nudity at first, when they were unblemished by sin, was of little account……

· At most a symbol of their purity and of their safety in God’s care.

But now, corrupted by sin, sent out on their own, and vulnerable to the evils of a broken world as well as their own dysfunctional hearts,……

· Their nakedness is a liability, not to mention a source of shame serving to remind them of their fall from grace.

So what does God do?

· Does He send them off into the wilderness, cold, exposed, naked, afraid, and covered in guilt?

· NO.

Genesis states it plainly, “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.  Genesis 3:21 read earlier.
· Let’s let that sink in…..God made clothes.

· God Himself—with His own hands—fashioned for both Adam and Eve.

· He was the first fashionista, the original couture designer.

But He didn’t use fig leaves as Adam had done and He didn’t whip up a few yards of fabric from some cotton in the garden.

· No, He worked in leather.  He used skin.

Though they and all humanity had been sentenced to death, the very first to die would not be Adam or Eve, but another.

· It would be the first time blood would be shed in God’s good world…..the first time a final breath would be taken…..and the first time a once warm and vibrant body would grow cold.
And it would all be done in service of mankind’s sin and shame.

· A third party, some truly innocent being (we are not told what kind of an animal it was, only what it gave)…….would lose its life……

· All so that guilty Adam and Eve could be sent out into the unknown completely covered.

What kind of God would cover over the sin and shame of a people who had rejected Him?

· And what kind of God would not only cover their shame, but do so at such an awful cost and with His own two hands?

Are you starting to see it?

· Is it coming into focus, how this moment points us to Jesus?

Theologians have a fancy word for this…..”proto-euangelion”

· That is, God always had the plan of salvation in mind, and informed us of His plan as soon as sin entered the world.

· Here we get the first glimpse of the good news.

Once Adam and Eve went on their way, their nakedness covered in new leather clothes, God did not give up on the business of making clothes and covering shame.

· This would be only the beginning.  This would be just a glimpse.

You see, in the very beginning God had in mind your and my sin and your and my shame.

· He had in mind the vulnerability we all feel, the pains and problems associated with life in this sin-sick world that we are all feeling and fighting.

· And God would not be satisfied until we were all covered.

And so He sent His Son into the world, the one whose birth we eagerly await on this first week of Advent, to be our covering.

· And the clothing God the Father makes for all mankind, in Christ, is cut from the same bolt as those original garments.

· God again works in flesh and blood.

· Through the loss of the most innocent lives, through the shedding of blood, through the letting out of a last breath, and through the extinguishing of a perfect life, forgiveness was fashioned…….

· Enough for the whole world.

In the life and death of Jesus Christ there is now an outfit common made and crafted by God for you.

· And though we wander in a dark and difficult world, in Christ, we are wrapped in the mercy of God, protected from the harshest  elements……

· Namely, the ultimate effects of our sin.

· We are covered and we will survive.

I do not know exactly how you’re feeling the vulnerability and difficulty of our broken world this Advent season.

· But I do know that whatever it is, it is covered over by Jesus Christ.

· You might think it is too big, too awful, too evil.

· But it’s not.  

· When God makes a covering, He covers completely.

And just in case you need a refresher on exactly when it was that God clothed you personally in Jesus’ shame-covering, sin-destroying garments of grace……

· It was at your baptism.
· At that moment you encountered the water and the Word, you were not only given a new name (child of God)…..a new life (eternal) but a new outfit.

· You were covered in grace and mercy, won for you in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

This season Jesus is clothing you with His perfect righteousness.

· It fits easily beneath an ugly Christmas sweater.

· It goes great with flannel PJ’s.

· And it will add a little extra “something” to your family photo.

You are arrayed in something made just for you, something that has come at a great cost and that has been in the works since the very beginning.
· And it will fill your journey toward Christmas with peace.

Rejoice!  You are wrapped in the oldest and most fabulous fashion……forgiveness.

· Amen.

(Please stand) And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

We now continue with our prayers.  These prayers will in part be done responsively and can be followed on page number 265 in your hymnal.  At the conclusion of our prayers, we will pray together Luther’s Morning Prayer.

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their need.  (Move to altar)

