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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen
I’m not much of a hockey fan, and I’m sure most of you know more details regarding hockey than I do.

· However, I will tell you this.  Having not followed hockey at all before moving to this area, I can say I am now a St Louis Blues hockey fan.

· Some of you keep me informed about them and I do follow a little closer once the playoffs start.

Bear with me please.  You’ll see in a moment where I am going with all this.

· There is a term used in hockey, so I understand, called redirection.

· Now mind you, this is not where one team sends the puck down the ice and a player from the other team sends it back the other direction.

No, redirection in hockey involves players from the same team.

· And it is more subtle and sophisticated than that.

· Redirection in hockey is when one player shoots the puck toward the goal.

· The goalie is ready to stop the puck or catch it so a goal is not scored.

· And the redirection occurs when another player from the same team that shot the puck then tips it with his skate or stick to change the trajectory just a little bit to redirect it from the goalie.
· The puck ends up being redirected a little bit from where the goalie thought it would go but still into the goal.

Today is the second Sunday in Advent and the second Sunday in Advent always involves John the Baptist.

· In fact, tongue in cheek it has been said that you can’t get to Jesus without going through John the Baptist.

· That is, John the Baptist is the forerunner to Jesus.

· He prepares the way for our Lord.

And today, using the term from hockey, we see John the Baptist redirecting the people who have come out to see him to Jesus.

· In verse 7 of our Gospel reading, which does form the basis for our meditation here this morning, John says…….

· “After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.”
And John the Baptist is redirecting us here today also.

· You are here today or watching a live stream of this service.

· You don’t need a complete change of direction.

· But truth be told, we all need gentle redirections; especially in this Advent soon to be Christmas season.
· With the temptations and influences we all face, we could all use some gentle redirection to make sure our eyes, our ears, our hearts and our minds are properly on Jesus.

So, what are those thing we need redirecting from?

· One is our sinfulness.

· And here I am thinking in terms of 2 things that can draw us off of Christ and may need some nudging to get us back on track.
First, there is our sins themselves.

· We all have those sins that take us off course, what seems like just a little bit.

· And, in fact, those pet sins that we have can get us to the point we accept them or rationalize they are not that bad, they are okay.

· Our consciouses can become numb to them.

They come in a number of different shapes and sizes.

· Maybe it is gossip.

· Maybe it is needing to spend more time in God’s Word.

· Maybe it is reconciliation to those you are estranged to.

· Maybe more love and care for others.

· Maybe it is whatever it is that is crowding out Jesus from being top priority.

· Maybe it is getting caught up in a behavioral rut.  And what we are doing has become routine versus its meaning and what Advent and Christmas is really all about.

· You fill in the redirection that you need.

On September 1, 1983, Korean Airlines Flight 007 departed from Anchorage, Alaska to Seoul, South Korea.
· The flight plan called for a direct route, but the aircraft’s computer contained a one and a half degree routing error.

· The navigation system was therefore inaccurate.  It was only off by a little, but a deadly problem for the crew and passengers.

· As the plane flew over the Pacific Ocean, it increasingly strayed from its proper course.

· In time Korean Airlines Flight 007 violated Soviet air space and was shot out of the sky by a Soviet fighter jet.

· All aboard lost their lives because they were a slight angle off.

· Redirection from our sins.

I said redirection from sin can be in 2 measures.

· The second one is to focus only on our brokenness.

· We can become engulfed in our sin, it is easy to do.

· Or even keep hammering at ourselves over a poor choice we made years ago.
· We can focus too much on the sin rather than the one we are confessing our sins to.
· We can become beat down and lose sight of what this season is all about.  The Gospel message and the coming of our Savior.

· That little child in the manger has won for you forgiveness of sins.

We talk about one of the three uses of the Law to be a mirror to show us our sin.

· But we must also be careful that we put the mirror down.  That we don’t focus only on our weakness and brokenness.  That we look to the one to whom we are confessing our sins.
· Advent is a time to look for and prepare for the coming of our Savior who is our forgiveness of sins and salvation.

The next area we can need redirecting from is ourselves.

· It is easy this time of year to get caught up in ourselves and even the busyness of our schedules.

· To focus on what we are all doing.  How much extra can we pile on ourselves and our schedule.  How long is my “to do” list.

· Or, selfishly, what it is we even need or want.   
· We can get so caught up in all this that we can become distracted and disheartened.

· We can lose our focus of what this season is all about and even the joy of the season.

It is easy to do.

· We may need to redirect our focus and ourselves back to the manger and that Jesus who took on human form to be our Savior.

· And the quiet and the peace associated with that.

A third area that John the Baptist tells us to redirect from is the world.

· We live in a broken, sinful world that does not want for us to even say Merry Christmas.

· Many attempts are made to take Christ out of Christmas.

And as they keep pounding this, and keep tempting us with the commercialization of Christmas, it is easy to be swayed, even just a little bit off course.

· To need redirecting back on course.

All the presents, all the glamour, the bright lights and sales can leave us veering off from the manger and that little child in swaddling clothes.

· The message of the world does not even include Christ.

· Consider this…….how many times do you hear, how many shopping days there are until Christmas, versus how many days there are until the birth of Christ.?

· And by the way, there are only 14 days until we celebrate the birth of Christ.

· Please don’t allow the message of the world to be the way it is in your heart and your home.

So what are we to do about all this?

· John the Baptist, this morning, speaks to this also.

· Turn back to verse 8 of our Gospel reading to what John the Baptist has to say.

· “I have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

Jesus gives us His Spirit.

· Jesus and the Holy Spirit are never far apart. They work in conjunction with each other.
· It is Jesus who gives us the Spirit who then creates, sustains and increases our faith that draws us back to Christ.  That brings us into communion with Jesus.
· Using the analogy of today, that redirects us to Jesus.

· It is Jesus who redeems us and it is the Holy Spirit who brings us the blessings of redemption.

Jesus was……..

· Conceived in the power of the Holy Spirit.
· Was anointed by the Holy Spirit at Baptism.

· Was led by the Holy Spirit.

· And raised from the dead by the Holy Spirit.

And now here we see Jesus redirecting us toward the Holy Spirit.

· We who were baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the HOLY SPIRIT.

· You are one who has been baptized and given the Spirit.

· And the Holy Spirit is shaping our lives into the glorious pattern of Christ.

Each of us, in one way or another, have been a part of or observed a classroom or even a day care center.

· When I do this I come to admire the abilities of the teachers to redirect the students.

· When a child is focused on a negative thought or behavior, a skilled teacher can redirect them.

· Or when the subject needs to change, they can refocus their attention onto something else.

Truth be told, we all need redirection.

· We need redirection on our actions, our trajectories.

· We need redirecting from those things that are not Jesus to the one who is joining humanity to be our salvation.

· A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”

Together, let’s prepare our way for the Lord.

· Let’s use this Advent Season to prepare for His coming. To redirect from those things that are not Jesus.
· And for those times that we need redirecting, to also hear those words of forgiveness from the one we are being redirected back to.

In hockey, when the home team scores a goal, a horn sounds.
· This actually originated in the 1973 Stanley Cup Finals when The Blackhawks played the Montreal Canadians.  

· Bill Wirtz, the owner of the Blackhawks had the horn from his yacht installed in the Blackhawk’s home stadium ice rink and had it sound after the Blackhawks scored a goal.

Two weeks from tonight we will light this beautiful sanctuary with candles, all lit from the Christ candle in the center of the wreath.
· And we will hear those beautiful, wonderful words, from the angel….

· “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for ALL THE PEOPLE.

· For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you, you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

And we will hear also from a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God and saying…..
· Glory to God in the highest, and on earth PEACE to those on whom His favor rests.” 
Behold, our Light, our Salvation, our Messiah, our King is coming.

· The second week in Advent is represented by peace.

· We mentioned that earlier when we lit the second Advent candle.
· Redirected from sin, redirected from yourself, redirected from the world, and redirected to the Spirit, you will find the peace our Savior brings to you.

· Much different than what the world and mankind have to offer in this season.

In Christ and His Spirit, you will reach the goal.  And a glorious celebration awaits you.

· And in the quiet of this Christmas, you will see and you will meditate on a promise, a certainty to that faithfulness of our King and a looking forward to that horn we will hear on His second coming, on Judgment Day.

· The trumpet sound declaring the victory that, that little child in the manger has won for us.

· A horn of victory and a declaration of triumph,

That is why our Savior has come to us.

· That is ultimately what this season is all about.
· May you and I be redirected to Him.
· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
