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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen
Tonight, we continue our theme for these mid-week 7:00 Lenten Services, “The Coming of Jesus, As Time Goes By.”
· Last week we looked at Jesus coming in the past.

· I was not able to be with you, but I trust somewhere in all that we looked at the coming of the Babe in Bethlehem.

· When our Messiah and King joined humanity.

This week we look at Jesus in the present.

· And next week we look at Jesus coming again—Judgment Day, a time in the future.

With a little bit of “tongue in cheek”, I turn to my colleagues and say…….

· I got the short end of the stick!

· You gave me the toughest one!!!

We all look back some 2,000 years ago when Jesus joined Himself into history—the Babe in Bethlehem.  We celebrate this!
· Although, as I do think about it, some do not acknowledge that this Jesus is true God and true man.  A very critical piece of our salvation.

And as we look to the future, we certainly anticipate Jesus’ second coming.

· We even pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come.”

· But as I think about that…..many have this “that will never happen to me”, or, “it’s too far in the future to think about or consider it.”  

So while we each have our hands full……I think the challenge for us tonight is for us to really, really, believe that Jesus RIGHT NOW is in our midst.

· Jesus truly has joined humanity, never to be separated again.

· I’ve entitled this sermon, “He Really Is Here.”

And we will be looking at this from 2 aspects.

· Spiritually, or within the church.

· And physically, or within the world.

· And it is important that we take them in that order as the first one, spiritually in the church, flows into the second one, the world.

We begin within the Church and the Sacrament of the Altar.

· Touto mou estin to sowma

· These are the very Biblical Greek words Jesus used when He instituted the Lord’s Supper.

· Translated into English, “This is My body.”

· Or even more exact, “This is the body of Me.”

And then….Touto he kainee diatheekey estin en emo haimati
· Translated, “This is the new covenant in My blood.”

The key word in both of these statements on the institution of the Lord’s Supper…..

· Estin……”is”

· It is used in both statements.

· It is not “maybe”, “symbolically”, or “sort of.”

· It is……is.

· No room for wiggle.  No room for interpretation.

· In Holy Communion the body and blood of Christ is in, with, and under the bread and wine.

Jesus says it….and so it is so.

· We take Jesus at His Word.

That word, estin, or “is”…..it has 903 occurrences in the New Testament.

· Of course, the Old Testament was written in Hebrew.

Other instances of the use of that word estin in the Bible……does it give us wiggle room anywhere else?

· In the interest of not having this sermon so long that you all walk out….I picked only a few examples of where the word estin is used.
· And these I picked was where they most directly pertain to Jesus’ ministry for the season we are now in.

Matthew 1:20, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife for that which is conceived in her IS, estin, from the Holy Spirit.
· Most certainly, as this Scripture says, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

· Any debate about that and we are all to be pitied.

The second instance I go to is the words of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus.

· (John said), I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who IS estin coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

How are we doing so far?

· We can do even better.

At the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, God the Father said……

· This IS estin My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.

Let me give you one more.  The bookend to Jesus’ baptism.

· His transfiguration on the mount.

Again God the Father speaking…….

· This IS estin My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.

Of course, as we talk of the Sacrament of the Atar…….

· We go back to the words of our Epistle reading for tonight.

It begins………

· For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you.

· From here we see that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ and was passed on/handed over to Paul and on down the line to us.

And the original Greek I gave to you earlier also said, “A new covenant,”

· The Old Covenant.  Of course the Passover came to be when the Angel of the Lord passed over those who had placed the blood of the lamb on their doorposts.
· And this celebration continued on as a memorial event to the Lord.

In the Old Testament, there were the animal sacrifices and the sprinkling of the blood.

· The blood pointed to the seriousness of sin.

· Lifeblood had to be made for atonement.

· But those Old Testament sacrifices did not merit forgiveness of sins.

· Rather, they signified a foreshadowing of the offering of the body of Christ once for all.

· Now, with Christ as the atoning sacrifice, a drink offering of Christ’s blood is required, proclaiming that through the Gospel we are sanctified by the blood of Christ.

Christ in His death and resurrection had paid full atonement for our sins.

· Literally death passes over you.

· And you are partaking of the very body and blood of Christ.

· HE IS PRESENT.

· This estin IS His body.  This estin IS His blood.

· He is present and He is dwelling in you.
Oh to take this to heart as Martin Luther did.

· In the year 1529 theologians of the Reformation came together in the city of Marburg, Germany in what is known as the Marburg Colloquy.

· The goal of the colloquy was to politically unite all protestants in an effort to stand together as a united federation against the Roman Catholic rule.

· They were looking for compromise.  All protestants to come to agreement.
· The two prominent theologians were Dr. Martin Luther of Wittenberg and Ulrich Zwingli from Switzerland.  Zwingli was the chief reformer of the Swiss reformation.

Zwingli believed revelation could never contradict reason. He also believed reform could be carried out using political force.

· Luther, on the other hand, believed that reform could only be accomplished by the Gospel.

· Luther took his stand squarely in the words of Holy Scripture.  He understood that Holy Scripture often contradicts human reason.  Luther did not try to reconcile the 2.

· He simply let the Word of God stand as it was.
In an effort to unify the Protestants, agreement or compromise was hoped for.

· There were 15 points of doctrine to be discussed.

· Agreement was reached on 14 of the 15 points.

· But going into the colloquy there was a serious dispute whether or not the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine.

That is, how to interpret, “This is my body.”

· Zwingli argued that the bread and wine only “signify” or “represent” Jesus’ body and blood, which they argued, were not capable of being at the right hand of God the Father in heaven and in the bread and wine on the altar at the same time.

· Luther, on the other hand, argued that the words of Jesus, with which He instituted the Lord’s Supper, clearly teach that the bread, received into the mouth of those who eat it, IS, not signifies or represents the body of Christ.

· For Luther, Christ’s words must stand as they are revealed to us in Holy Scripture.

· Luther said, “IS” cannot be turned into something else.

Luther said there was no compromise for him on this.  

· No matter where Zwingli took the discussion, Luther returned to the words of Jesus, “This is My body.”

· Luther was unwilling to compromise or “give an inch” on this point and that is how the Marburg Colloquy quickly came to an end without agreement. 
· Luther said there was not need to continue meeting.  On this point he would not change or alter Scripture.

· And of course, many of our protestant churches today still put forth that the bread and wine represent or are only a symbol of Christ’s body and blood.

Some might view the Marburg Colloquy as a political failure.

· However, Marburg was anything but a failure.

· For the truth of Scripture was confessed over and against error, and the words of Christ still stand today,

Likewise as God’s Word is read and spoken to us, it is literally the Words of God.

· Jesus is speaking to us.

And when you receive absolution or forgiveness of sins, the pastor is speaking the words on behalf of Jesus.

· And it is Jesus doing all the verbs, forgiving your sins.

· Jesus, our Messiah, is literally, really, really present in the church and then goes out with you   into the world.

I said we would first address specifically within the church or spiritually and then second physically in the world.

· Do you really believe Jesus is present with us tonight?  Do you acknowledge it but perhaps really not fully take it to heart?

· Do you also believe Jesus is with you as you go out into the world?

He Himself as told us He would be with us.

· I repeat words read last Wednesday night in your Gospel reading.

· These are the last words in the Book of Matthew.

· Jesus said, “Behold I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Maybe at times that is easier to believe than at other times.

· When things are going well and falling in place…..is it easier to feel blessed and to know that Jesus is with you?

· But what about the tough times?

· It can seem like God is distant but that does not negate the point that He is with you.

Joe and John were carbon copies of each other.

· They were both about the same age, and both were at about the same income level.  They had similar houses and as eerie as it may seem, the same number of children and similar family relationships.

Not only all that they worked at the same company and they both got word the same day that they were being let go in a company cutback.

· When it rains it pours.

· Within days of each other and within days of being laid off, they both got the diagnosis that their wives had cancer.

Joe handled it very well.

· Seemed confident, calm, and at peace.

John not so much.

· He was a mess.

What was the difference?

· Joe and John were carbon copies of each other except in the most important aspect.

· Joe had faith in God.  John did not see the presence of God and looked to the world and himself for help.

Psalm 46, the Psalm that gave Luther so much comfort and was his inspiration for the hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”…….

· It contains the words, “Be still and know that I am God.”

· Those words leave us passive.  

· Further piling on to this, the Hebrew here translated for “Be still” is:  to be weak, to let go, to release.

· These words leave us relying on, trusting in, the God who is always present.

Jesus tells us to be still and trust in Him.  Have faith in Him.

· He is present.  He has ordered your life.  He is aware of what is happening.

· And He is working all things together for good, even though we may not understand it.
· No matter what it is you are facing, He is with you.

· He is with you and gives you strength and help, whatever threatens you……sickness, conflict in relationships, the uncertainty of the world, or whatever your storms of life may be……

· He is with you and He literally dwells in you as you believe and even partake of His very body and blood in Holy Communion.

As I think about this, whether we look at Jesus in the past, present or future, it is all a matter of faith.

· Some say seeing is believing.  Rather, the Bible tells us believing is seeing.

· Believe and see that Jesus is with you in the church, in the world, in the good times, the bad times and all the times.

Jesus is ever present.

· Go forth, let His light shine in you and from you.

· May He lead you and go with you in all you do.

May the faith in and the presence of Jesus dwell richly in your heart all the days of your life.

· Christ will continue to rule in this world, and the world to come.

· And may He rule in our hearts and minds and home as well.  Places where we trust and He has said He would dwell.
· Amen.

 (Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
