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Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen
Because the main message for this service has already been given to you in the pageant just presented—this time of meditation will only be a brief homily.
· And I thank those who were involved in the pageant—you did a great job and proclaimed a great message, as I was confident that you would.

The signs of Christmas.

· They are all around us, aren’t they?

If you look at the display left up here on the table, many of the important ones, centered on our Messiah, King are there.

· The center piece of it all, rightly so, is the manger with Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus.

· That is, literally, the center piece of what Christmas is all about.

Another sign up here, that goes hand in hand with the stable and baby Jesus is love.

· Reflect for a moment if you will, on the indescribable love of Christ to come to earth to take our place and be our Savior.

Also, in a prominent place, rightfully so, on the table is the Bible, the Word of God, associated with faithfulness.

And, of course, also there is the candle, Jesus, the Light of the World.

· We live in a sin darkened, evil world.

· Jesus, the Light of the World shines through that.

· We will be reminded of that tonight at our candlelight services.

We also have a gift there on the table, representing the gift of life given to us.

· God has created you.

· And has recreated you as a child of God.

And finally, the culmination of all this, inseparable from the manger and the birth of Jesus is the cross.

· Jesus came to earth to save us.

· That meant going the way of the cross.

· It is finished.  Salvation is ours in Christ.

· From His humbly beginnings, Jesus made His way to the cross for you and me.

It’s all there…..nothing is missing……..

· Except one important thing.  Do you know what it is?  Or I should say who it is?
· You……and me!

Signs of Christmas……..are you a sign of Christmas?

· Oh, I don’t mean following you all around for the Christmas shopping or the planning of get togethers and meals and the likes of that.

· No, I’m talking about your Christianity and your spirituality; being a part of this table display up here.

I wonder how sobering the question would be for us to ask ourselves if we had been followed around for the last week……what signs would you be giving?

· Even today, even tonight, tomorrow and the days, weeks, and months ahead.

· Is Christ at the center of your life….or an add on?

To help you with this…..ask yourself how much is Christ at the center of and involved in your thoughts?

· How much of your time is consumed with Christ?
· When you meet people, do they legitimately see Christ through you?

Tonight at 7:00 and 11:00, tomorrow at 9:30, we will have worship services to welcome that baby in a manger and give praise and honor to Him.

· As He humbled Himself to come into the world…..surely we can give Him a place in our minds and hearts…..and a portion of the time back that He has given to us.

Another sign mentioned was love.

· Does your life reflect the love of Christ in you and from you to others?

· I’ve noticed that as Christmas has approached, for many people their anxiety levels, their shortness in patience, and complaint meter has increased.

· Oh, dear Jesus, the love You have given to us….may it shine forth in and from our lives.

Another of the signs…..God’s Word.

· How much time do you spend in God’s Word?

· Church services we’ve already mentioned, Bible studies, and devotions.

· God’s Word is the fuel that brings all this together that we are talking about.

Jesus is the Light of the world……symbolized on the table by the candle.

· If they followed you around this past week…..have you been doing any stumbling in the dark?

· Have you provided light for others?

· Oh, dear Jesus, may Your light shine in us and from us to others.

And, of course, on the table is represented, the gift of life.

· In His substitutionary death on the cross, Jesus has literally given life to you.

· Do you walk, reflect, and show forth that life?

· No matter what you have, no matter what is going on…..do you live in the joy of the life that God has given to you in Christ?

Signs of Christmas, they are all around us.

· But look in the mirror and you will see one of the most important ones.

· And if anything you see, if anything we have just talked about is not where it should be……….

· And truth be known that is the way for each of us…….

Also on the table standing over the manger is the cross.

· That baby in the manger has brought to you forgiveness of sins.

· You can go forth with sins forgiven and live as the child of God that Christ has won for you……and that you are.

· That is what this season is all about.

We have every reason to rejoice this day.

· We have every reason to go out this day shining forth in the true signs of Christmas.
· You have a baby in a manger that wants to be with you.

· Walk with you.

· Live with you.

· And celebrate Christmas with you.

I look out at the members here today.

· I like what I see.

· Forgiven, children of God.

Shining forth in the love, the faithfulness, the light, and the life of Christ.

· And who knows, the signs you show may cause others to join you.

Immanuel—God is with us.

· And that makes all the difference in the world and gives us every reason to rejoice this Christmas.

· To be a true sign of Christmas.

· Amen.

(Please Stand)  And now, may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
Having heard the Word of God we now prepare our hearts and minds to confess the words of the Nicene Creed as found on page 158 in your hymnal.
